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8,283
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38,074
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7,866
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Source: Court Administrator, Family Court; Administrative Office of the Courts.

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2015-2016 - Civil Case Filings

8,317 34 0.4%

9,795 -308 -3.0%

2015 2016 Change % Change

22,185 2,497 12.7%New Castle County

Kent County

Sussex County

2015 2016 Change % Change

21,271 1,806 9.3%

State 40,297 2,223 5.8%

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2015-2016 - Civil Case Dispositions

New Castle County

State 39,458 2,529 6.8%

8,437 571 7.3%

9,750 152 1.6%

Kent County

Sussex County
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4,295              19.4% 1,611              7.3% 3,753              16.9% 13                   0.1%

1,447              17.4% 571                 6.9% 1,289              15.5% 5                     0.1%

1,698              17.3% 614                 6.3% 2,351              24.0% 0 0.0%

7,440              18.5% 2,796              6.9% 7,393              18.3% 18                   0.0%

323                 1.5% 937                 4.2% 217 1.0% 1,494              6.7%

43                   0.5% 357                 4.3% 73 0.9% 539                 6.5%

73                   0.7% 337                 3.4% 89 0.9% 1,221              12.5%

439                 1.1% 1,631              4.0% 379 0.9% 3,254              8.1%

15 0.1% 2,039              9.2% 225                 1.0% 368                 1.7%

8 0.1% 797                 9.6% 93                   1.1% 142                 1.7%

33 0.3% 801                 8.2% 73                   0.7% 115                 1.2%

56 0.1% 3,637              9.0% 391                 1.0% 625                 1.6%

134 0.6% 0 0.0% 1,070              4.8% 68                   0.3%

24 0.3% 0 0.0% 450                 5.4% 17                   0.2%

51 0.5% 0 0.0% 467                 4.8% 9                     0.1%

209 0.5% 0 0.0% 1,987              4.9% 94                   0.2%

444 2.0% 29                   0.1% 2,368              10.7% 1,911              8.6%

160 1.9% 2                     0.0% 1,086              13.1% 755                 9.1%

174 1.8% 0 0.0% 697                 7.1% 753                 7.7%

778 1.9% 31                   0.1% 4,151              10.3% 3,419              8.5%

516 2.3%                      2 0.0%                  231 1.0%                  122 0.5%

184 2.2% 0 0.0%                  248 3.0%                    27 0.3%

127 1.3%                      3 0.0%                    57 0.6%                    52 0.5%

827 2.1%                      5 0.0%                  536 1.3%                  201 0.5%

22,185 100%

8,317 100%

9,795 100%

40,297 100%

Kent County

Sussex County

State

Total

New Castle County

Kent County

Sussex County

State

Source: Court Administrator, Family Court; Administrative Office of the Courts.
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State
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New Castle County

New Castle County
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Sussex County

State

New Castle County

Kent County

Sussex County

State

Termination of Parental Rights  Civil Dissolution  Guardianship  Spousal Support 

New Castle County

Kent County

Sussex County

State

Expungements (Juv .& Adult)
 Imperiling Family 

Relationships 

Child Support/New Non-

support

Caseload Breakdown - Fiscal Year 2016 - Civil Case Filings

Child Support/Determination 

of Parentage
Child Support/Revocation

Child Support/Registration of 

Foreign Order

Child Support/Notice of 

Admin. Adjustment

Child Support/Modifications Child Support/Arrearages
Child Support/Verified Notice 

of Income Attachment

New Castle County

Kent County

Sussex County

State

VisitationDependency/Neglect Custody Child Support/Other Support

 Protection from Abuse  Divorce/Annulment 
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4,164              19.6% 1,381              6.5% 3,164              14.9% 11                   0.1%

1,566              18.6% 592                 7.0% 1,260              14.9% 5                     0.1%

1,694              17.4% 571                 5.9% 2,346              24.1% 0 0.0%

7,424              18.8% 2,544              6.4% 6,770              17.2% 16                   0.0%

299                 1.4% 870                 4.1% 232 1.1% 1,490              7.0%

53                   0.6% 361                 4.3% 74 0.9% 533                 6.3%

67                   0.7% 322                 3.3% 87 0.9% 1,223              12.5%

419                 1.1% 1,553              3.9% 393 1.0% 3,246              8.2%

15 0.1% 1,965              9.2% 210                 1.0% 388                 1.8%

8 0.1% 818                 9.7% 84                   1.0% 140                 1.7%

32 0.3% 801                 8.2% 57                   0.6% 145                 1.5%

55 0.1% 3,584              9.1% 351                 0.9% 673                 1.7%

137 0.6% 0 0.0% 1,025              4.8% 79                   0.4%

35 0.4% 0 0.0% 488                 5.8% 27                   0.3%

43 0.4% 0 0.0% 476                 4.9% 9                     0.1%

215 0.5% 0 0.0% 1,989              5.0% 115                 0.3%

433 2.0% 28                   0.1% 2,385              11.2% 2,162              10.2%

136 1.6% 5                     0.1% 1,062              12.6% 754                 8.9%

157 1.6% 1                     0.0% 710                 7.3% 780                 8.0%

726 1.8% 34                   0.1% 4,157              10.5% 3,696              9.4%

539 2.5%                      2 0.0%                  208 1.0%                    84 0.4%

202 2.4% 0 0.0%                  216 2.6%                    18 0.2%

139 1.4%                      2 0.0%                    56 0.6%                    32 0.3%

880 2.2%                      4 0.0%                  480 1.2%                  134 0.3%

21,271 100%

8,437 100%

9,750 100%

39,458 100%

Source: Court Administrator, Family Court; Administrative Office of the Courts.
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2015

New Castle County 2,725

1,107

1,167

4,999

2015

2,938

1,235

1,146

5,319

Source: Court Administrator, Family Court; Administrative Office of the Courts.

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2015-2016 - Juvenile Delinquency Case Filings

2016 Change % Change

2,906 181 6.6%

1,176 69 6.2%Kent County

1,027 -140 -12.0%

5,109 110 2.2%

Sussex County

State

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2015-2016 - Juvenile Delinquency Case Dispositions

2016 Change % Change

2,907 -31 -1.1%New Castle County

1,114 -121 -9.8%

1,084 -62 -5.4%

Kent County

Sussex County

5,105 -214 -4.0%State
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620 21.3% 1,786 61.5% 216 7.4%

203 17.3% 734 62.4% 113 9.6%

183 17.8% 613 59.7% 138 13.4%

1006 19.7% 3,133 61.3% 467 9.1%

284 9.8% 2,906 100%

126 10.7% 1,176 100%

93 9.1% 1,027 100%

503 9.8% 5,109 100%

548 18.9% 1,911 65.7% 185 6.4%

176 15.8% 733 65.8% 101 9.1%

141 13.0% 706 65.1% 151 13.9%

865 16.9% 3,350 65.6% 437 8.6%

263 9.0% 2,907 100%

104 9.3% 1,114 100%

86 7.9% 1,084 100%

453 8.9% 5,105 100%

VOP = Violations of Probation.

Source: Court Administrator, Family Court; Administrative Office of the Courts.

New Castle County

Kent County

Sussex County

State

VOP Total

TrafficMisdemeanorFelony

New Castle County

Kent County

Sussex County

State

TotalVOP

New Castle County

Kent County

Sussex County

State

Caseload Breakdowns - Fiscal Year 2016 - Juvenile Delinquency Case Filings

TrafficMisdemeanorFelony

New Castle County

Kent County

Sussex County

State

Caseload Breakdowns - Fiscal Year 2016 - Juvenile Delinquency Case Dispositions
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2015

6,622

2,750

3,226

12,598

2015

4,040

1,676

2,013

7,729

Source: Court Administrator, Family Court; Administrative Office of the Courts.

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2015-2016 - Mediation Hearings Scheduled

2016 Change % Change

5,981 -641 -9.7%

2,677 -73 -2.7%

New Castle County

Kent County

3,132 -94 -2.9%

11,790 -808 -6.4%

Sussex County

State

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2015-2016 - Mediation Dispositions

2016 Change % Change

3,632 -408 -10.1%New Castle County

7,238 -491 -6.4%

1,600 -76 -4.5%

2,006 -7 -0.4%

Kent County

Sussex County

State
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2015

24,644

10,098

11,939

46,681

2015

24,710

9,803

11,371

45,884

Source: Court Administrator, Family Court; Administrative Office of the Courts.

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2015-2016 - Total Case Filings

2016 Change % Change

27,381 2,737 11.1%New Castle County

49,093 2,412 5.2%

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2015-2016 - Total Case Dispositions

10,262 164 1.6%

11,450 -489 -4.1%

Kent County

Sussex County

State

2016 Change % Change

26,340 1,630 6.6%New Castle County

48,067 2,183 4.8%

10,276 473 4.8%

11,451 80 0.7%

Kent County

Sussex County

State

FY2016 Notes: 

*A civil filing is defined as one petition or one single civil incident filed with the Family Court. In a divorce matter, 

although the petition may contain multiple ancillary matters to the divorce, it is counted as only one filing.  

*A criminal or delinquency filing is defined as one incident filed against one individual or defendant. A single criminal or 

juvenile delinquency filing may be comprised of a single or of multiple charges relating to a single incident.   

*Mediation is the process prior to adjudication in which a trained mediator attempts to assist the parties in reaching an 

agreement. If the parties are unable to reach an agreement, the matter is scheduled to be heard before a Commissioner or 

Judge.   

*Custody, support, visitation, paternity, guardianship, imperiling family relations, and rule to show cause filings are 

scheduled for mediation unless bypass mediation rules apply as indicated in 13 Del. C. § 711A and 13 Del. C. § 728A; 

Family Court Procedures OCI-914 and OCI-902.   

*Automatic Expungements/Pardons resulting in Automatic Juvenile Expungements are counted as filings in this report due 

to the amount of staff effort to process them. Although there is not a disposition from a Hearing Officer for Automatic 

Expungements, the directive letter from SBI is acted upon by our staff. Therefore, the resolution of these types of filings a re 

added to the same month they are received in the Disposition sections of this report.  



Note: The number of filings for Fiscal Year 2009 was amended.

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

Filings 57672 53366 55,797  52,580  52,189  51,568  50,364  44,243  46,681  49,093  

Dispositions 55920 53211 53,772  52,353  52,661  52,213  50,191  45,516  45,884  48,067  
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