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LEGAL AUTHORIZATION

Art. 1V, Sec. 1 of the Delaware Constitution authorizes the Court of Common Pleas.

COURT HISTORY

Common Pleas Courts were established in Pennsylvania’s three lower counties (now
Delaware) during the colonial period. The Delaware Constitution of 1792 continued their
existence in the State of Delaware for a few decades. These, however, were courts of
general jurisdiction and, as such, the antecedents of the present Superior Court.

The modern day Court of Common Pleas was established in 1917 when a court of limited
civil and criminal jurisdiction was established in New Castle County. A Court of Common
Pleas was later established in Kent County in 1931 and Sussex County in 1953. In 1969,
the three county Courts of Common Pleas became state courts and, in 1973, the three
Courts merged into a single statewide Court of Common Pleas.

In 1994, The Commission on Delaware Courts 2000 recommended new jurisdiction for
the Court of Common Pleas as vital to the Delaware court system. Legislation imple-
menting the Commission’s Report vested significant new areas of jurisdiction in the Court
in 1995. On May 1, 1998, the Municipal Court was merged into the State court system,
and pending cases were transferred to the Court of Common Pleas.

GEOGRAPHIC ORGANIZATION

The Court of Common Pleas sits in each of the three counties at the respective county
seats.



LEGAL JURISDICTION

The Court of Common Pleas has statewide jurisdiction, which includes concurrent juris-
diction with Superior Court in civil matters where the amount in controversy, exclusive of
interest, does not exceed $50,000 on the complaint. There is no limitation in amount on
counterclaims and cross-claims. It also has jurisdiction over change of name petitions
and habitual offender motor vehicle hearings. All civil cases are tried without a jury.

The Court has criminal jurisdiction over all misdemeanors occurring in the State of Dela-
ware except certain drug-related offenses. In addition, it has jurisdiction over traffic of-
fenses (other than those that are felonies). It is also responsible for conducting prelimi-
nary hearings in felony cases. Jury trial is available to all criminal defendants.

The Court has jurisdiction over appeals from Justice of the Peace and Alderman’s Courts
in both civil and criminal cases. It also has jurisdiction over administrative appeals from
the Division of Motor Vehicles and from the Dog Control Panel.

JUDGES

There are nine judges of the Court of Common Pleas, of which five serve in New Castle
County, two in Kent County, and two in Sussex County. They are nominated by the Gov-
ernor with the confirmation of the Senate for 12-year terms. They must have been ac-
tively engaged in the general practice of law in the State of Delaware for at least five
years and must be citizens of the State. A majority of not more than one judge may be
from the same political party. The chief judge serves as the administrative head of the
Court.

SUPPORT PERSONNEL

The staff of the Court of Common Pleas includes a court administrator and one clerk of
the court for each county as well as bailiffs, court reporters, secretaries, clerks and in-
vestigative services officers.

Front row (standing left to right)
Judge Andrea L. Rocanelli
Chief Judge Alex J. Smalls
Judge Rosemary Betts Beauregard

Second row (standing left to right)
Judge Charles W. Welch, 11

Judge Joseph F. Flickinger, I1I

Judge Anne Hartnett Reigle

Judge Eric Davis

Judge Kenneth S. Clark, Jr.

Judge John K. Welch




COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

Caseload Summary Fiscal Year 2009-2010 - Civil Case Filings

2009 2,010 Change %Change|
New Castle County 8,756 8,918 162 1.9%
Kent County 2,853 2,933 80 2.8%
Sussex County 3,285 3,340 55 1.7%
State 14,894 15,191 297 2.0%

Caseload Summary Fiscal Year 2009-2010 - Civil Case Dispositions

2009 2,010 Change* % Change
New Castle County 4,582 13,087 8,505 185.6%
Kent County 1,492 3,466 1,974 132.3%
Sussex County 2,452 3,558 1,106 45.1%
State 8,526 20,111 11,585 135.9%

Caseload Breakdowns Fiscal Year 2010 - Civil Case Filings
Civil Judgments,

Complaints Name Changes, Appeals Tota
New Castle County 8,443 94.7% 475 5.3% 8,918
Kent County 2,771 94.5% 162 5.5% 2,933
Sussex County 3,199 95.8% 141 4.2% 3,340
State 14,413 94.9% 778 5.1% 15,191

Caseload Breakdowns Fiscal Year 2010 - Civil Case Dispositions

Court Action Counsdl Action Total
New Castle County 0 13,087 13,087
Kent County 0 3,466 3,466
Sussex County 0 3,558 3,558
State 0 20,111 20,111

* The significant increase in civil case dispositionsis aresult of several factors, including the implementation of more efficient
case processing procedures, attention to Rule 41(e) dismissals, and the implementation of an expedited docket for debt
collection cases.

Source: Court Administrator, Court of Common Pleas; Administrative Office of the Courts
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COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

Caseload Summary Fiscal Year 2009-2010 - Criminal Misdemeanor Case Filings*

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 59,905 68,825 8,920 14.9%
Kent County 23,867 19,802 -4,065 -17.0%
Sussex County 28,025 27,255 -770 -2.7%
State 111,797 115,882 4,085 3.7%

Caseload Summary Fiscal Year 2009-2010 - Criminal Misdemeanor Case Dispositions

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 64,151 68,690 4,539 7.1%
Kent County 24,435 20,343 -4,092 -16.7%
Sussex County 27,692 27,893 201 0.7%
State 116,278 116,926 648 0.6%

Caseload Summary Fiscal Year 2009-2010 - Criminal Preliminary Hearing Case Filings

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 5,566 5,066 -500 -9.0%
Kent County 2,235 2,133 -102 -4.6%
Sussex County 2,139 1,867 -272 -12.7%
State 9,940 9,066 -874 -8.8%

* Includes Contempt of Court cases.

Source: Court Administrator, Court of Common Pleas; Administrative Office of the Courts



Court of Common Pleas 10-Year Criminal Caseload Trend
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COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Total Criminal Misdemeanor and Civil Case Filings

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 68,661 77,743 9,082 13.2%
Kent County 26,720 22,735 -3,985 -14.9%
Sussex County 31,310 30,595 -715 -2.3%
State 126,691 131,073 4,382 3.5%

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Total Criminal Misdemeanor and Civil Case Dispositions

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 68,733 81,777 13,044 19.0%
Kent County 25,927 23,809 -2,118 -8.2%
Sussex County 30,144 31,451 1,307 4.3%
State 124,804 137,037 12,233 9.8%

Source: Court Administrator, Court of Common Pleas; Administrative Office of the Courts



Court of Common Pleas 10-Year Total Caseload Trend (Civil & Criminal)
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