POLICY DIRECTIVE 11-240
TO:

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE, STATE OF DELAWARE



ALL JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT LOCATIONS



JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT SECURITY STAFF

FROM:
ALAN G. DAVIS, CHIEF MAGISTRATE

DATE:
MAY 11, 2011
RE:

PUBLIC DRESS CODE POLICY
______________________________________________________________________________
Scope:

This Policy Directive explains the acceptable and non-acceptable attire to which members of the general public should adhere while entering and/or attending hearings at a Justice of the Peace Court.

Justice of the Peace Court Policy:

In order to maintain the integrity of the Court and avoid unnecessary distraction from the mission of the Court, it is necessary that the general public display an appearance in court facilities that is not offensive, shocking, vulgar or disruptive.  When entering and/or attending hearings at a Justice of the Peace Court, the public is expected to dress in an appropriate manner consistent with the seriousness and dignity of the judicial process.  Members of the public will not be allowed entry into a Justice of the Peace Court unless they are appropriately dressed.

Effective Date:

This policy shall take effect July 15, 2011 and shall continue until further notice.
Discussion:

The Justice of the Peace Court is the Delaware court with the most significant direct contact with members of the public. While proceedings are generally less formal than other courts in this state, a level of modesty and decorum for everyone involved in the process is still appropriate. Appropriate attire, respectful of the process and the people involved in it, is required of every person in the system – judges, staff and members of the public included. Policy Directive 04-218 establishes dress standards for judges and staff of the Court. Standards of dress for uniformed personnel of the Court are provided for in the Constable and Court Security Officer Handbook. This policy establishes minimum standards for members of the public. 
The following attire is deemed inappropriate for court appearances and entry into a Justice of the Peace court facility:

· Clothing that:

· Contains offensive illustrations including those depicting:

· Profane language

· Acts of violence 

· Acts of a sexual nature

· Promotes drugs or alcohol use

· Is gang related

· Muscle shirts and tank tops

· Halters, tube tops or bare midriffs

· Clothing that is see through or unduly revealing

· Cut off jeans or extremely short shorts

· Micro or mini Skirts

· Pants that fall below the hips or expose undergarments or bare skin

· Hair curlers, hats or head coverings (except those worn for religious purposes)

· Bare feet

· Any other attire that is deemed inappropriate by the presiding judicial officer
It is the responsibility of Court Security Officers to enforce this policy.  Court staff and judges may give direction to the Court Security Officers when necessary. In the absence of a Court Security Officer, staff and judges may require the compliance of members of the public. Court Security Officers may use discretion to relax the standards of this policy when members of the public are seeking admittance to conduct brief transactional business with the Court, not requiring a court room appearance. 
Wearing inappropriate attire and being denied entry to the courthouse will not be an excuse as to tardiness or failure to appear for any court hearing.  It is in the best interest of all persons entering the court to always wear acceptable clothing as failure to appear or tardiness may result in the issuance of a capias.
The Chief of Uniformed Services shall establish specific guidelines in accord with this policy, providing for the implementation of this policy by security personnel. The Chief of Uniformed Services will further provide for the training of security personnel to ensure as uniform an application as possible of the policy and the attendant guidelines. Copies of the guidelines shall be provided to court location managers and judicial officers.  Notice of the establishment and enforcement of the policy shall be posted in every Justice of the Peace Court location at least 30 days prior to its actual enforcement.
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