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The 2021 Annual =
Del aware Judi c

Last year, I  deduorliitkeed @By2 Gbd ehsd @O PYyedasri st ed, 2021 was
s o, the Judici al Branch was able to resume operiathieo
creation of the Delaware Bench and Barés Diegalsidwys tPa
substanti al funding for the construction of two new
design of the historic Custom House in Wilmingt ond
achievements in 2021, especially as this marks our 5
I n reopening the Courts and resuming operations, ma
everyday fixtures in 2021. Soci al di stancing and p
and we saw the integration of tehmaecltog@ynsint Bual PO
to protect the health and safety of our empl-db9eéesgesht
vaccines, the Judici al Branch expanded its efforts
clinics in all three counti es. The Judiciary al so
weekly -1COVtIdDst i ng. The AOC oversaw the successful i
The Judi &i alechrnaod gy i nfr astéswaotcerses fwd s rkeey ethd ngur  (
of our Judici al I nformati on Center staff in instal/l
empl oyees to use new tool s, reopeniremgmawkbablide net f cra
recogni zed, and we are so pleased to&GcoGHARtR3 at an
Efficiency Award in May 2821.eadéMe, aKesm Keolngmear ,ul wh
Association celebrated in December as the recipient
deserved.

Our pandemic experience underscored how vital techno
the continuous | mpégouvwemdmtol ofgyt hewfXwditaciuartwr e. We
on oufawhongd statewide electronic filing, case man:
projects will enabdfef entotriev ee fdfwécrd atnid o mhsn gllu rxaomaih ee gr e a
Anot her major AOC initiative arising from the pandei
ordered a moratorium on court collections. Before r
to clear aged fees ande$iheestbonodaebsts 6vepgi tDnygyeanbpas
Court Collections Enforcement soucfc eesfsffouwltl.y cTohoer dniemma tj
receivables were uncollectible and that the conti nue
rehabilitation and a return to society.

Finally, in 2021 the AOC welcomed sever al new memb e
Statewide Problem Solving Court Coordinator ; Mar |&&i |
promotion to Deputy Court Admi ni strator ; and Zoe C
Together, the AOC |l ooks forward as we begin our 51st

Sincerely,

Gayl e P. Lafferty
State Court Admini str a

2ADPT OO0 1T &2 OEA $ A
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For the Delaware Judi cilar yCo2wr2tl @hisefa Yyedge of
|l enges and changes, butemémony. tilke dgroai sceed €t e
our history. Whil e ther u8Dciyaéhyasdc etighei nvineanda rit foa t
gate the9oCp¥hBemic, theocecuretas ewoeme alli é&i ed |s
to |l argely resume nor mé&il esospeg@mme omfs tthheankestt Pp e
|l essons w e |l earned and emgevénal ngrdaittiicadé nst roaf
mati ons brought about Dbtyi oonusr wiatntde mi ber e § porese
from around our countr
This year we commed@o hdtthhe uvmagmi d syt | @onwerdt fe el | Ny
anniversary. Whil e we recogni ze September {
1971, as fditrstohedaamji ., yéa Comiov er nor John Carney s|j
gins go back to 1911 wipresehéeéetioandgirmg!| @afmat h ejnJ
nile Court for Wi | miaggaloln.t hel dud@es8 drhdatStcadf
jurisdiction grew to emwooitkpashse yNedvo Casveld e Gawy |
and in 1933 a juvenil ePrceosuirde nta sPrcor eTag mpdo rfeo 1 B akv
and Sussex Counties. WIRielpa elsatndratli eegi Klra tsit an
ed t heé wroiugdiscti on to cowtor aih Family ®@Bautrer spal
it was not wuntil 1971 tsheantt elde gai splraotciloanmactrieoant ef(
Family Court, giving DPkEhwwrneet Heusno,der es fFeaanifil w
Court system we have toodfayoffering remar ks alfon
Court Justice Randy J.
On September 7, 2021, Cohberfdududgar yahost e@omamge
door ceremony on the Green outS|de Legisl ati v|g
in Dover Past and preéebkbiesatyemambwas alf &d led yl dtda
ary, |l egislative | eader92d4ndtbehkeegigsleat sr egadjfhe
cel ebrat e &F amiidtyo rCocuarlt immdg esoonehe Eamstructi|ofn

Continued o'n
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ties in Kent and Sudgsevat  ConntCent&€he I3edivcimagr ya
effort to build these hewi <loatritvhe ulsieai 3§ oan ;Doavred
Georgetown began 15 yearvia&@go awhde ns uab n3ipséscieb osd guddt
Il dentified significantThesA@G hans taHes oebieehi na@ s
facilities. Among thas® d¢erstuiersuewdersucicreade qgium
space for separating lichagaengeandorfesrind ega hbdye o
tion, courtrooms too smahlrlbubgbouef PRtLLve secur.i
safety, and | ack of adequate space for detainee
ration and transfer. TFhod | owvn 9 gr u ditei-lofna tvoafcrcd me C
Family Court facilitiesandi lal drreoept iifrny itrhfeeset ii s u
spacious segmented waispngn@greabeadddipci @ay e e g
ference rooms, |l arger dcoaulramredmsn Merpahr az ®2 0a.nd
cure holding and bfthresfaedt aredsfubhdcoetiate oper e
technol ogy. return to nor mal cyl aBe lbtr:
vari ant emer ged, causing
And, thanks @&Go okdmielax htdaodnf torattsesi mo again rise.
Kent and Sussex Count yi ntghetshee mav et gcimeiatsiue € s wa
benefit downt own busi niesgesthannadlke!| ma Dbatea faonrd
Georgetown continue t ot otrbsr.i vel.he Jund iQeioarrgye taol wsno,
Family Court coll abor at edr evd & dis Dehea eviaam @mu mint y at
keep the new courthouséehéenAOBGBepdawedowncrauenalan
to ensure that the newl huialddi b g omi rtroorpa rtthiec ihpias
character of t he countBr sl ns orTehde weaonc icnoautritohno
wi || be |l ocated directBIr)anabrbsstefdosmevtekrealhivatc
Sussex County Courthousemaed winl It hkawve oamadedilLc a
ed parking facility toanh&Mipmahgeenatandoingsthe
parking issues in thatcauethouGeooundWeeaksngcouo
Georget own Family Courjtudfiacciialli tcyolil ®*sagueectedof
2022. Construction of 2t0e ,ndavh eFalmidliyc iGoruyr td ifraecci
i n Diotvberbe | ocated a f ew doel oprksoff roim vhecKeati or
County Court houisies oenx pve&idacrdDStor est i ng. The weel
follow soon thereafterwas Tahessiegninegw camur tanflacioim
wi || ensure that Fami lwi t@o urhte mdtftoerns, awhli dle daeé
of t en t he mo s t contendurmnuGoucdsesthe pDelgawar av
Court s, continue to bel yadidmmelsesman twei dt ha nsda fceanyt,i n
ciency, and dignity. thereby ensuring the heal
come into the Del aware Co
This year also marked the 50th anniversary of
Admini strative Office @B8efbhe Cber tpandeimhe, Admi n
trative Office of the [Eooacéesdiwagyp erctanbead ngn 1202
assist the Chief Justioalinecandywvngeout ethaocto
tional duties as the adamiyninsetarsautrievet ohead egful at
Del aware Courts.s wWwurckhtiiosb nten-e KWOCwi | | remain a
hi# thsecenes Yet , the AO@Gcisonnndevprn&EDUED weaet 1
providing t he criticalti agdminiThter &toimpe etservnceg
support t he ludpeil att i oBarsagn cdhmicihneaspl at forms i n ¢
devel opment and i mpwiedetnet acoboabhi rodi nlgr amamde mi c,
admi ni strative policieshamsdeanfdar disheanldudprcoae ¢u
brawcde technical supporft tegyhnbéogydibealludnton

2ADPT OO0 1T &2 OEA $ A
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our Courts function andtad deac¢ci fiyt areasven &13i OI0O
of i mprovement . With tRhedmaemoti essonal 4 elaetnwael n
adapting to pandemic conc2ZIrai MbGt aodewi t he ai 5 b
tial boost i n funding fPQsm armdke Gedheo aé g Aisp @menil Ry
the federal government ,t htehe CJwdidc iva rdye or eedqouu bplngedn
efforts to i-wipde mehectarnt esieact efainldi nmg,t hi n courtij|rfoo
case management and docameeads manadgiemeaitf fsgrsd ret C
Al ong with several ot hlewi Ipdiongesc.t SA ttoeampdgm @adne @ b ¢
enhance courtroomwit dée hdtologtyheitrhes tsetlaltaer per fidr m
tronic filing, case mamagementingaddh AddGoded mto r BE i -
agement system project lwnbhvafiomal iy madger2n0i2zle.§ av
fully inteér aunre fDeldawaotudrei fdseyssetlrevme.d latwar d, andf a
wi || i mprove efficienciyheiinr drtuomendtdi nparroyc easnsd fhdge
facilitate communicatiolhudard argformati on exc n
bet ween Court s, and reduce operating costs.
al so enable the Judicidmy atddi bievometr o ttreaactkn olsoygitc
and analyze case data seanotthhaetr osiw b Coamttisalc adegfe &
their programs and pr ocTehses eosn.s eMo sotf itnhpeo rptaanndt el nyll, c
project wi || expand acsestsatmorjautsotriicuem foor t @e g rcy
coming to our Courts. which was | ifted in theJFa
torium was in place, t JE
The Delaware Judici al fycsteemfi StayroCymous Cw e
fairness, objectivity amnactcansheosrengp. r Ensewi pb
fairness, objectivity athad comsicttedhcgeif an@dRUSKE B
our employees to quicklpyayanctapts b6 thestactnbdDi Pg:t
evolution o dpmer altuiddiicsfaanyds fdelbt $s oase di schar/ged
Across the entire Judi cticmlc dBlrlaemccth doeulri negnupd noty eae@c C
to this chall enge é&ndf adinssmusr ecda nt hbee J ungir ®ivardy T
administration of equal mparmst acte rfeofror anlsl. d &Ve p lh & e
continuing pandemi c. T hoef Jcuodlilceicatli oBirsa nsctha ncdoau Idcg nl
have achieved any of ii® pucoveaseesechorr0laal lwefthi
their hard work, flexibidsumeandweommdenohearetst o $
debts consisting sol el 0
We would not have survgvedteéhetpamdééi geai $ hojutd
the tremendous efforts soth-me®nidtuudtiicoinal d elbntfsori ht |
Center. Our JIC staff oguteni i spunopbess odhatuads [
stalling, l aunching andv uldanenrtaab Ineg nmo f thlea tviacsns .t fle ¢’
infrastructure needed tion dwepporftoraglilvehedisc if al Bn
operations. Fsomnskeée pahrmr@OMmlcl awed the Officel fjof
throughout 2021, JI1 C mdEmif loirzedneat r ¢ ®p adresvettee aor:
assess the I T needs of reseryufcioamtf om \wivetriymscfou
and nimbly depl oyed r estchuartc eas ctohlrloeucgthioounts tphoel isttya
They provided comprehemncitwal VENIi nemeaee acalelses@t i
training and support to all/l court staff. The I C
al so created more thanla 202&n iheéedadiicval | Bt a
and public webpages thdtwopodviodednohéedr mati e art
updates on court oper atrietnisr,ed cfcreem ttlhhe plerrdem t
cies and procedur es, anyde aarcsc e €hahoelnlewr omBloiurce @fr a
They installed equipmenitudiimci @oyr twiddmsdi andnoct § o

Continued onfl ne>
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cell or Bouchar d o veexrpsaatwh etolido n €oabt e Kat hal een Si
navigateds tdhiegndofuirctant Icyel i ocr emas &d ftwchesefirst tir
|l oad, and confronted tohfe Cehaarnlcye,rymostWidkha:sICraq)rgm
mont hs of -1t9h e a@@\¥ImD c. poentmamtk &mdn t he appoint
for his outstanding serbLvoircie Wiol It,he2 @2uldiicg atrlye e

S
Chancery Court has a maj
STulpies i pearCourt

of ficers®
Common Pl eas appointments
achievements in diversity
Honor abl e Rstnreeteat t Grteoe nSup
mar ks the first time both
color has served on the b
appoint ment of t he Honor
mar ked the first ti me an
has served as a Court of
New Castle County And,
Honorabl e Rae M. Mi ms mar
African American woman ha:¢
Common Pl eas in Sussex Co
these groundbreaking judi
progress they repsevagbDi h
efforts to diversify our I
I n May 2021, we officialdl
Bench and Bar Diversity P
working with the National
Former Court of Commoad(IPdfetdN dchitdie j AdgeesSrha@ X s | Nstitut
portrait unveiling |[cpdeaemdny.0 address the syste
Del atwarle gal professi on.
Reeves wildl join me in ch
Il n May, Chief Judge Al ene Jar eSnradnfsi dreentti rteldatf r © mi
Court of Common Pl eas. naCGhioenfalJ unbglee |l Shalrl 0t chrea c g
t he Del aware Judiciary with exemplary service f
over 29 years. Not onFgr waB2Zhithe JluWdiec iSanrayl | Is
universally respected jiursi sdg hihev emaesntasl,sof ar tph em
equality. Chi ef Judgeadsaoad d st avap u otniec eo,f arhde nma
African Americans appoiextced| eoca Bbarteahcohbhrt heh
he was named as d |jMungieec eopns &Willyrgirnegntoonnn e d .
Court. There he served alongside Judge Leonard
Williams, another equal justice pioneer Chi ef
Small s again made history when he was appointed
the Court of Common Pl eas. He was the first Af
can American to | ead the Court of Common Pl eas,
and the first African American to head a Del awa
Court We thank him for his dedicated and exemp
ry service
Thi sGygqgaurdi ci al appointments brought sever al
i mportant firsts for the bench The appoint men

2ADPT OO0 1T &2 OEA $ A
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The Del aware Judici al Bracmdthhscorsijstrs sadfi cthenSopeeé
Court, the Court of Chaotkeernwysedhe $uwp ecricsvo rd uCnimaotrtietr
Family Court, the Courtawhr @ommmagPbkens, nbhesdibje:i
of the Peace Court, t heT hfed nBunpiesrtiroart i Goeu rQf failcseo osfe
Courts, and related judipeildlateagemairds.by hearing aj
Court of Common Pl eas, the
I n terms of i nterrel at icoanssehsi)p,s aaamdonw@ri bescouat s, :
Del aware Court system isi osnsmil|lAppetao sa fpyymammihce. STl
Justice of the Peace Coamrtt hree prreecsoerndt st ot teneb Suer e f
pyramid and the Supreme Court the apex of the pyr
mi d As a |itigant goesThew@ourtt hofou@larnder yc ohuarst |
tem pyramid, the |l egal tesseselganiengl typy kgouomg. mda
compl ex, and thus more desatbylfogklyi gwat . cboport hi
son, cases decided as cleosd iasucgamssyi bnhaet tteor st,h ed ieqpg
el of the court system gfenleamd )] yam@squéstiinomosaoaf s
in resources used to han«blmmerbéamatatnedrsccamtdramt s Ple
resolution of the issuegLhatnclard.ha a national r
communi ty and i's responsi bl
The Justice of the Peacien Chalrawarteheon nddripdr aetnet rn
the court system for mEsur i 6f z€Ehancearays may ibsa it
over civil cases in whi ShprleemediCoputed amount does
exceed $25,000. I n criminal cases, the Justice of
Peace Court hears certailTmemiSsudperneemraen o€Ccuratnd hmas 5 nac
tor vehicle cases (excl CCdung Dél €hbespryantdheéeh8up:
of the Peace may act asCoommit®@Asngdmagi stratevef &
cri mes Appeal s from t hkusltuiscte ccef otfh et hSeu pPeance COm !
may be taken to the Coumnt heffr Qammorc eBl,eass.ts admin
Judici al Branch.
The Court of Common Pleas has jurisdiction in ciwv
cases where the amount Thne cAodmtirno vsetrrsayt,i vex ©OIf U 9 icwee
interest, does not excekuwdi$c7iba 10 0I0nf drnmactriiommi n@d n tce:
the Court of Common Pl e@GourhtasColulreicstdiiocntsi olbn foovrea e m
mi sdemeanors exeeptedeot@diensbdeslvagvarlet Judi ci ary t ha
al so handles motor vehistl at eowfifdeen speosl i (ca »xcl wadhidn g ofad
ni es) In addition, thandosupporft Commonat Pbras eiss$
sponsi ble for preliminarcCyulmearings in felony cases
peals may be taken to the Superio Court.
Ot her state agencies assoc
The Family Court has exd¢ilwuisalveBirancbhBdiiatcil amd eo v draw
tually al/l family and jPwwbdnicl &Gumadi ans. OAf i cei ofi
peal s, including those Delaahi Rgvi ewj) Coenmi ssi deal i at
go directly to the SuprbBomeCRBesitderCti sni Qaal ictrys eAs an
be appealed to the Superior Court.
The Superior &Cocuorutr,t Doefl agneanreer a l juris-
diction, has original jurisdiction over <cri minal e
i cases except equity cases. The Superior Court

2ADPT OO0 1T &2 OEA $ A
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Supreme Court

1 Court of Il ast resort.

T Final appellate jurisdiction for criminal c afs e
ci vil cases as to final judgment s, certain |ofr d
Family Court and court designated boards

T 'ssuer of certain writs.

9 Jurisdiction over questions of l aw certifie t
Supreme Court, a U.S. Court of Appeal s, a . S
Securities & Exchange Commi ssion, or the highes

Court of Chancery

T EqQuity court.

T Hears all cases in equity (typically corpor|ait e
mer cial/ contractual matters).

Superior Court

T Law court.

T Original statewide jurisdiction over al/l cri i n

T Exclusive jurisdiction over felonies and dr 0§ c
drug offenses involving minors).

T I'nvoluntary commitments to Del aware Psychiat@gic

T Intermedi ate appellate court from the Court of
various state agenci es, boar ds, and commi ssi @ns

Family Court

1T Extensive |l egal and equitable jurisdiction ofer
guardi anshi ps, adoptions, vi sitation, chil d n d

1 Jurisdiction over intrafamily misdemeanor s, [
violence protective orders

T Jurisdiction over al/l juvenile criminal of fefse

Court of Common Pl eas

T Statewide jurisdiction in civil actions that@do

7 Al criminal mi s d e meramloatse d exfcfegprn s ecse)r taari ch o uar
felonies).

1 Responsible for preliminary hearings.

T Appeals from the Justi e Cofurtttse Renadc & h@o wri tv)i fsAl

Justice of the Peace Court

1T Statewide jurisdiction over civil cases that C
T Jurisdiction over certain misdemeanors and m@st
T May act as committing magistrate for al/ cri S
T Jurisdiction over |l andlord/tenant (possessi OR)
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SUMMARY OF JUDI CI AEIl BORGEYBARG22020

GENERAL F4B8N@RS e Judicial Agencies dnd E
FY 202 FY 202 FY 202p
Enacted Enacted Enacted |Budg

Supreme Cour't $ 3,508, 40B, 541|, 1003, 54 3|, 300
Court of Chancery 4,024,/80@&%,064,12004, 066, B00O0
Superior Court 26, 408 3®®, 761, 90206, 885,500
Family Court 21,297, 02a, 608, 8001,621,/200

Court of Common PllealsO0O, 755, 100, 912,/60101, 157,800
Justice of t he Pealcel9Co5u38) 9oA®, 890,/0010W9, 997,100

Administrative Offlic8,@849t0OBCB8BRt §F 0O0A0LI9, 100
AOC Cust oeTdhiradu gPha sksuynd2s,*921,60@, 921, 6003, 035, 100

Of fice of State Colurt Col llecti ons
Enforcement ( OSCCE) 614, 300 625, 900 626, 200

|l nf ormation Techno|l o8y 899,908, 936, 0004, 031,600
Law Libraries 458, 400 461, 0Q0 461, 1Q0
Of fice of the Publijic &audr40@&@n811, 890 812,200

(@21

Of fice of the Chilld 2d06dabDO®, 166,002,617, 400
Child Death Review Comm2 s&0®n459, 100 459,300
Del aware Nursing Home Resijdents Quality
Assurance Commi ssiljon 87,600 88, 9000 89,0000
TOTAL $ 100,686,30Q, 13|28 21003, 54|12, 70
* These programs are included in AOC f drhdiorug hb Udtunarse eMihen Lomduaditelpyicn
Program, Court Interpreters, Victim Offender Mediati oni APO® gCQuasnt,o diladle rP alLs
Through Funds until FRCh2 d 42 Avahnedrr hibty swausn drienngameads transferred to the Offi
nance conshsbagbf fpassng to other state depar twiedhete.s and vendors for equ

Source: Admini strative Office of the Courts
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COURT GENERATED REIVEQNUE*YEAR 2021

SuUBMI TTED TO THE STATE GENERAL FUND

** Office of State Court Collections Enforcement (OSCDE). collected

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts

Fees & Fi nes Il nter Mi scel | Tot al
Supreme Courts$ $ 9-5,8%1 - $ - $
Court of Chancer¥,y305, 147 - - - 1, 305,]|]
Superior Court 2,665, 78136, 092 242 30,692 2,832,
Family Court 220,263 7,940 - 3,522 231, 7
Court of Commonl,P4d%2xa,s35263, 310 - 1,645 1, 477,|13
Justice of the Pelalt&®&, L£LDWE A5, 231- 24,448 2, 288,|]
OSCCE <collecting
DOC Fees** 233,054 - - - 233, 05p5
State Tot al $ 6,859, 918952%$ 573 $ 242 6%, 307 8
B D O O AND P A
Fees & Fi nes Il nter Mi scel | Tot al
Superior Court $ $ 67,81% 20, 049 - $ 8 7
Family Court - 1,785 1, 7 8%
Court of Common Pl ggs 164, 450 - - 164, 4¢
Justice of the Peace Copurdgg, 696 - - 1,988,
Of fice of State Court
Collections Enforcement 9,381 ) ) 9. 38
Counties and -
T oA $ $ <3 - $ - $ 2
GRAND TOTAL $ $ 3,9 $ $ 10
* Figures represent only revenue actually receivedmretoad tther ttohal F¥
I ncrease Spending Pl an.

g

m4

252

16
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COURT GENERATED -REBVENRUE YEAR 2021
RESTI TUTFIOSNICAL YEAR 2021

Asses Coll ect Di sbur sed
Superior Court $ 1, 8250, 691 $,391,584439(
Family Court 49,925 86, 0009 84,546
Court of Common Pl eas 497,881 576, 407 588, 446
Justice of the Peace Court 6,540 14, 353 12, 785
S S AL AL L P PR AN EPL L
RESTI TUTI ON TOT $ 2, . $ 2,0 % 2,0
A AN D O O OR R A P
Assessce Coll ected
Superior Court $ $ 56, 456 6 °
Family Court 1,055 728
Court of Common Pl eas 162, 063 179, 896
Justice of the Peace Court 1,832, 2161, 495, 6/87
OSCCE - 50
FUND TOTAL s 2.3 1, 744, 2

COLLECTI ONS ASSI STANCE BY THE OFFI CE OF STATE C|/OURT
ON BEHALF OF COURTS AND AGENCI ES* *

Tot al

Superior Court $ 1,893,0
Family Court 145,651
Court of Common Pl eas 174, 723
Justice of the Peace Court 62,689
OSCCE Receivabl es 15,57§
Department of Correction 233, 055p
Court of Chancery 1’246~
Child Support 103,176
OSCCE ASSI STANC $ 2,829, 1
* Figures represent all efforts made by OSCCE on behalf of the
** These figures, in | arge part, overlap with amouned coll ected
additional .

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts
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GENERAL FUND APPROFPRSBEEALONEAR 2021

Public Education ¢ 1. 644,198, 33060. 3%
Heal th and Social Senvbg&sSe10, 300 27 4%
Department of Correctsg®»®n, 038,800 7 7 o
Hi gher Educati on 252,761,600 5. 6 9%
Children, Youth and Theo,rs2FRgmiobi es 4 2 o
Safety and Homel and S&%3,r4di7tdy 100 3. 4 o
Judicial Branch 102,132,200 2.26 %
Al l Other 592,472,300 13.1 %
TOTAL $ 4,525,208,900 100 %

The Judiciary's FY 2021 appropriation is
2.26% of the State GF Budget

The FY 2021 Judicial Bra'nch budget breakdown:
90.5% Personnel, 2.9% Pass-Throughs and
Technology Maintenance, and 6.6% Other

6.6%

1.4%
Judicial Branch ~ ® Non-Judicial State Budget

1.5%

-90.5%

M Total Personnel Pass-Throughs to Other Entities
B Technology Maintenance M Other

2ADI OO0 1T £ OEA p3of
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JUDICIAL APPROPRIATIONSCAL YEAR 2021

Supreme Court$3,541,100 Court of Chancery
, 3.5% $4,064,100, 4.0%

Superior Court $26,761,900

Other*, $3,526,500, 3.5% ,26.2%

Law Libraries $461,000,
0.5%

Information Technolog
$3,936,000, 3.9%

Office of State Court
Collections Enforceme
$625,900, 0.6%

AOC Pass Through Funds

$2.921600,2.9% Family Court $21,608,800,

21.2%

Administrative Office of thel
Courts (AOC)$3,882,700,
3.8%

Justice of the Peace Court Court of Common Pleas
$19,890,000, 19.5% $10,912,600, 10.7%

* Other: Office of the Public Guardian; Office of the eCdRiilde nrtdsy oQuadlei;t yC
Assurance Commi ssion.

t of Court Appointed Attorneyst/ilomv dPlruwmngtrarnmy, Edr

** AOGCTHraswssgh F s
n ogy Maintenance.

u
Law Program, and

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts
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The Supreme Court abBaecaAusgnmes of ThaéeCyurraind
sol diered on duringatRird dalt avéar t202t1h¢ d
spite the chall engecsanpcoeslddedbyt hteh e2 0C20/ | D e
19 pandemic and t heAlDlel 2@20abaantppl Asfwi
ot her Del aware Courftosr, Itihrei tSeudp rpermeec td ocuer t
transitioned from Zoeognalorcadr eaerrgsu memd e|rfj t t
ipPerson or al argumBelt awarbeut | acwynetri nue @i |
with social di st andMhnd eamweé haoped npaesrksrgente
qguirements. Even daxXxamgihn wel 21i, f sad et h e
judici al emergency adrnmdenri,steur tthep 2@r2ilp rO
was al ways the saf ertegmootfeltyh e Rleursottiec eys|,@ dor
staff, and I|litigantBar Exam for the fiQ§ st
i ts chall engel

s ome techni clafl

NUMBER OF SUPREME COURT FILINGS BY saw the higheft
TYPE FY 2021 compared t o B h e

i years. The Colur

Dtheres to the Board |Bpf

Original —— ers for cont u
ARELHIoNs ' portant worKk n
. an unprecedengec

Criminal
Appeals

165 I n Fi scal Yedr
Del awar e Sup|men
recei ved 438 ar
Civil Appeals resol ved 485 a
= ion, order , 0 |
Court deci deld é
* Includes the Board on Professional Responsibility and the Board of Bar Examiners. average of 32 d |
** Includes four certifications and one other. d at e o f S u b n | S s
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SUPREME COURT FY 2021 AVERAGE NUMBER OF DAYS
FROM FILING TO DISPOSITION
BY CASE TYPE

Other

Advisory Opinions
Boards*

Original Applications

Certifications

Civil Appeals 208.0

Criminal Appeals 182.9

0 50 100 150 200 250 300

*Includes the Board on Professional Responsibility and the Board of Bar Examiners.

SUPREME COURT FILINGS & DISPOSITIONS BY FISCAL YEAR

800

700

600

500

400

300

200

100

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

2021

W Filings

757

661

716

703

707

533

646

572

505

438

M Dispositions

747

712

696

687

714

604

583

643

480

485
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I n this, my first adaer @gasndteani the ddam

II on behalf of the Cowirtth oa n dChlaenacrenr yf,r d
by thanking my pr edeelcleasrs o B ¢ u cthhaarndc,e | ¢
Andre G. Bouchard, wihvoedr edutr edl s W™Mhy

O 2021. A& ttweedgodrdrddee -mo i twiedded
in its 229 years, (Crhaaridealnlgcers lduaﬂn&rc
sonally authored many semina decisio
corporate | aw, fostMidgde tdgelI“s-f"”adoorsaht'i
positive work envirtonanfetn®P!l €&anBrgebbkems

Court of Chancery Vhpﬁﬁahoqrh%eltuemsultt

mad e

I— the cx;omrltstory
.1 2021. As the |

Court of Chancergoglllmgs by Type, FY and the emergen

m tended, the dem
" Miseellaneous=329 our Court i ncr e
' continued to i ngd
) complexity, with

accompani ed by
dite. Petiti on:
O over adul ts Wi t
T e reased dramati oo

gency petitions

U 25% of all petit
Continued o
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ui pped with the | essloors SaenarGleads sfcroochk 2020,t oto
urt redoubled its efvioced stad ot meedudiheisar yi,ncwie
mands, and Fiscal Yewirc024d mhr&ed€oanée. of Ctolue

st productive years cal ekcanéed hBOt greyar s M d hC
sposed of over 25% mwirtth cti vi$¢ Gatters ©Oemparye
th the prgeetemst ' -~~~ i e : mona Monsen, c
d conduct _ed her 45 year

ials and ,‘-‘vice to t he S
il e i ssui ’_Eéover 30 years
' ings yea to this Court.

October 13, 2

ainst the lgat hered to wi
t he par 'Senate confiri
wsr t many r Chancell or J .

hi evement =
st year

d provi d
chheeded ¢

Laster to his
on the bench.
of the Court,

€

N

== of ourd veht eran
cel ebratfedy. e ees an their -
Gicial otlf izt aistcon ey oS b WhE S FTY LR ER
, 2021, i hFd OTHRY A Bl ig Bt et he Del awar(énaad e MuGle urh hins wi
fiW. Wi 1L was guagust 2. 2021. Jthose we serve
as Vice Chancellor . \we PyiisOf cted elpFightienyd gteihedeq:
ce Chancellor Will wasp@g PRAryNEE BhaMiisrPrdr SR
ni Goodrich & Rosati Pt &im WVYheregisshe nfcd g Ybsye d,
e representation of PpPYPsipgget eBhthk8StAPd Lhe
ctors and officers 'QofgrﬂﬁéﬁtﬁicEP@H%ﬁ%eFP@W
al, and federal secupjifbegphbthO8liviBeschHlmbn
21, members of the \GOYdorb@ydEr eMmadidh pey
iends and family of YigeuLdapcesdpg,aPLag! o iF
vanti, Jr., in the ggfdgig euntihg sReladWare® |Al:
um f or hdiesl apyeendd eémmivee st JJ|ud €. wWhen | was Sworn
celebrated our veteFan2%Zladelrsl 0l n¢d Ry dFs?de
21, we acknowl edged é%fv'e“r'aﬁ rsqtg%riff%lé%%q %%QQ,?
compli shment s. VicénC'\flnaarncchequorzo\]?(g)seppﬁepﬁ'-?t.y
igbhneswl With 17 yearsm?rﬁasMQQ/?%%’_t‘%th SSJmeed
ciary and sdewaesn bted att?efidsl%/e:a'aerct-(:h'ef Court Re_p(
ni zed for dsieg viiicrest ‘ﬁ?usdy%iﬁaga_t%q to he_r _p05|t
ations Manager Katrifa39kt efFlosiGayl AN ist raay
nagement Supervisor APRi HE@NEF mm¥AY BaEnhhELAL
ated 25 years of Judiciary service. Vice Cha




As the achievements of t he past under s

the strength of our Cour e.

head into our 230t h year t o

alongside the fresh faces ds
secener mfag roa li ee,y efr i ¢ setoha |

Court ofsgChancery.

Top: Vice Chancel or Lor

May 26, 2021 on the pljlaz

Williams Justice Cent g

Left Vice Chancellor [J.

for his second term on |Oc

L. Williams Justicge

Court of Chancery 10-Year Civil Caseload Trend
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2021

MW Filings

1,113

1.064

1,199

1.432

1.356

1.004

1.167

1.144

1,193

ME Dispositions

1.288

1.069

1,128

1.294

1.262

1211

987

875

1.106
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Court of Chancery
Standing left to right:
Master in Chancery Patricia W Griffin, Vice
Vice Chancell or Lor.i W. Wi ||, Master i n Ch
Seated left to right:
Chancell or Joseph R. Slights 111 Vice Chancel
Vice Chancellor Sam Glasscock |11

, Vice Ch
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AChange is the oHéythRenpamatemiea iIinfRY| RL1
aclitus, Greek Philosopher.

OR

COVIBD safety concer/fis
Superior Court i s P@mbr @adilngcouhé RV@EES
changing work enviféamense, Like 8uvuppey!lo
one, someti mes relddtod\rﬁﬂlyrems)drﬁét il hd 3ifa é ;
— gerly. All our emplCoeyeedel sn gas darhdlp@@@@ $ €
our core functions shdee bEenCaffecttbhf @
continue to be affeéovedipgtiior of uitdBl o
m scape brought by t Heng&ndensiUst awhnelde the
pandemic started t hvwl tshupietrs ojru sCtoiudea p@af tt
epi c journey, al onwe atr h e Wavralyi nyge i haveic h
|l earned much. | n orNceedr etnoabnhae|dntJaliChl Cal ndgl
Ill main true té 9umeyr i¥aXd KQld infgt concert  wigth
mandateditmi s®eirovre_t he nub-
l i c by providin NUMBER OF SUPERIOR COURT FILINGS
weirleasoned deci BY TYPE, FY 2021
D_ ters coming bBefu
Superior Court f o g
and staff contr LT 5
tivity, hard wo i 0
operation to fu S nigs -
sion The out st i
ication demonstrated through this
(j) seemingly endl e
was remarkabl e.
ry Courtdéo emplheay Civil
our corigNVaA&EIDUa $ 8,408
Neutralhit eg/rTi me] i 66%
Equal i Deydiacnadt i on
us to carry on 2]

Continued ofnl ne:
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technology and Per M NUMBER OF SUPERIOR COURT CRIMINAL FILINGS |
counties, the Depar BY TYPE FY 2021 tu-
tions, and Probatio i s
enhanced technology e b Other* d
additional remote h o 12: S
and incarcerated in
traordinary effort t h-
out the continuous
tion of these agenc information | d
dedi cated employees s Indictment
have been able to c 2% 2,708 re
functions. The Cour 1 2% |y
grateful for the ex | -
| aboration of all/l t ) t i ve
Of fice of t he Courtlh ’*Incll{delslaepealsbtrgnsierls, rglqstaieq\ens,lang severances. | 5
Center, and our criminalai sestisce epa mtsmbelrovge.n cennda sy
I's also grateful for the cacmtli tueme .i MBpewta usred off | ¢
of the Civil Bar who wadkadt wiatnld wuasd atpda pawrsept o
portant matters remotelryaai sed by our partners an

novative changes iicrhamgs pa
I n addition to technola@amdg , uncoenrntuanii nc alta ndis caampde . p
tience were key. The sustained use of teleconf
ences to have ongoing &iasbtugziaonst hwei tShu pjeu s toirc eCc
ners allowed us to exchande aodi crcainalnfoirimiang
had 8,408 civil fild
na.l filings. The C
NUMBER OF SUPERIOR COURT CRIMINAL clude 3 7stcgausredse( rionl E
DISPOSITIONS BY METHOD FY 2021 Due to the ongoing
2021 continued to be
ways, i ncluding how
Trial were processed, t he
: ruption of certain s
Guilty Plea® | J 2,008 ited number of proc
was able to schedul e
Nolle Prosequi |- 475
On the c¢criminal si de
Semwad Dareien ued to handle a-1I|ar
Dismissal | degree murder and s
s es, including sever
Drug Court | defendant gang part.i
inal racketeering cases. During the
pandemi c, the Court
duct 2,764 criminal
0 500 1,000 1,500 2,000 2,500 motely. On the civi
*Includes Probation Before Judgment e! ectronic Filin g t
o EInen di srupt most civil
First Offender Program. it di d criminal An c
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ogy and the unending helipstosern\nh.é& IJvnedb pcaiogadr til 1 f 0 P mt
Center, as with criminali t manewr $ nf oviemanteiroen a bolfjek
mai ntain our modified pirlmfcelsmed.afﬁtﬂbarwcdalbepa@@‘; ad |
proceedings remotely/vimahuabhyon court process|d@s,
material to aid in navi|gat
Through ®8amr Bemé¢lsons, the Court continued
to receive helpful sugdestrieosmpso,n sk8 d @6 oCQvGA/mMnDo rf pealr
from civil and criminaluddawt opriascdud i mocir fsi. ¢ alrthijat n ¢
mati on proved very usefwhi cahs iwmp accotnesd dE€oedt IE@W ot
best i mpl ement remote/ v3trdatueal ofc i B#vmd r gpernoccye eddni dp giish-e
ing all p h als9e sa nadf c@M\sIi Dlsearg ew hoaft tmoedli €or onavir usf A
fied processes to adoptSegarrmareRadtoyA c tTghien ad il syr| depst
and many challenges presmenatedr bymCONI Dhoc & gagée o 6
Court to take a hard | osoukmmaatr yi tpossessemnspr abag@i €
make changes to facilitpaetmembtef viutisakc@fpfaocde ¢at
i mprove efficiency, andi meltdameantuastel onf oofurt Hiismijne
sources. The Court i's cprmamitdwedl yt of illiesd ematntge 1t §o,
back from the Bar and ouawvojwuedi ¢ & GHadpletme mat idAOUR
proving our processes abBomtegage For ébekossree veledl h
and the public. July 1, 2028, Ttwh‘fdnt@miveMoﬂ
tion of the State of E r
From July 1, 2020, to OdesiedarOti a20 2mo,r ttglagge St p@eic
Court i ssued 508 <civil tohpe ndeamlsartaot iiomc lodde hleO(Igt @
pl ex Commerci al Litigatomn Septembes a&and &0 dkvresit h
209 criminal opinions aSdvemdler modiMaingatifor hefs gt h
and criminal opinions anhde @rtdegr sonarae | podetedi o@s
Couwsr twebpage I n additicdrostumepaas:uiirmgmsop:iomnim@nns:aﬂ
orders on its webpage, gtetme yCo urhte cLiestt reirlsu tfeos Dti <
ministrative Directivesti (@D@ienviiscttriaodn vmo rCartdoerris@h m
Changes and Standi ng 80crdebDesc etmbrecu BhL, t B@20Bar or
torium through an
President Bi den f o
NUMBER OF SUPERIOR COURT CIVIL FILINGS t he moratorium h
BY TYPE FY 2021 June, and July |202
| 2021, the CDC a o]
. eviction morato u
Miscellaneous 3,237 ber 3 2021 To a
Involuntary Commitments 758 g : g E 3 ht t haeb 0 uCth ag q! ?1
the State of Emgelkg
Appeals 120 ous feder al ent |
o could be taken g
Mechanic's Liens & Mortgages 435 es, t he Super .
ministrative Or dje
Complaints 3,858 p| i ance wi t h al l
! ! and municipal
0 2,000 4,000 6,000 strictio ns, and
Continued
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moratorium on fo '
sulted in 381 mor NUMBER OF SUPERIOR COURT CIVIL COMPLAINT
ics lien filings DISPOSITIONS BY METHOD FY 2021
from the previous

Other, 722 iy
Our acclaimed Co|l _ N S o
Litigati ¢@CDDyve rsa| '
steady in new fil
new cases filed
compl ex commer Ci @ pefault
with an amount | N{judgment 245
l i on or mor e. Ju
Eric M. Davi s, Pa
igail M. LeGrow expertly handle these
cases. I n addi ti
CCLD docket, t he
docket of mass torts and asbestos cases.
Judges Rennie and Adamst éecanedpert headoptesd oy ctals &
As of June 30, 2021, thdrue weratb vk Mmatdd orweesdu naes
601 asbestos cases andcr2ilmi nGGLD uacyseaegs i pendingl
During the pandemic, theaiwmde inf Kweintt CCaolu/nnt g mEBtueg et
ings in the CCLD, massagarh pod as breled ad eeh stea f
proven successful. The cCoeernbel heNesemhat . t Wiet |
tinued use of virtual/tembteehkaringss adneund hje
demic will promote j udircoioamts eacso njoumyy. rooms, to a

of jurors, the Court resul
Al ong with managing oOuFYh2hayyt Itte vCduratn dh edrdi mMiOn a
casel oads, the Court egpentetdesclgnti fi @lasnt ti me
resources preparing for the resumption of jury
under -COVEBfety protocoAss.|l olnhgi sa si ntvhoel vpeadn,d efmoirc c ¢
exampl e, courtroom modicfoincdatniueng,o irevi ewi ng si pai
| ation of <c¢clear safetyshaeritédas wepdi mpceménguaa!
juror seating in the coafretry oprse c aauntdi omaosd iafnide do r
cesses and procedures-tod gmusyre¢rtilaeé ssafety and
being of employees, juror s, l'itigants, witnesse:
members of the press anQurpuibmprcoved Jury Managem

rors to complete their |t
The Court continued t o qgsuuensntonf grurroeschedulsiemyi ce
the Superior Court and atdhdei tdoounratl od u eCotmnmoms Pt @ as
in all three counties. AQOWVIaDAhenérty wntdhcoheeC€Chs
t i eReopening Plan, thesCoiualt di gt amd¢i sg mopoindel i
any jurors through the teondt hoef Jwrmnye SOr2Wi.cdan Dema
Chief Justice establ i s hTehde sae Jiumrcyl uCoemmi n & teal Icatmi- o
posed of judges and adntirneiasttirvaet oursse toof stteucdhyn oal nodg
uate courthouse structures and jury processes 1in
three counties and pr ovlihdee rai gchotmptroe hternisalv eb y ejpuworr
with recommendati ons asnatlo anodw omev iclo ujl uWbs triecsau mey s
jury trials sdB®el yheuCiosmgniuadWwlilze and update our
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minimize juror i nconventiheen clze paanrd me&B Od Yoif z eJrugsu| il ecwe
safety during this pandempcoaadtihetse tahpe |fiuwtau|rjeo.r
with the DOJ to ident.|fgy
Superi d@agr PJodbolteern ng Courdisenctonmannnueer t o addr es|s t
to work with jJjustice patritqteirss ifmorant oeage®i agplel ¢ a
i mprove outcomes for paet atepgansttsat irseadwccse arreeg i ¢
vism and i mprove publicCxouftesteyb.si thee Mehheal Colepgt t
CourmMH@ presided over byitmherfmaltl @ewi mg gjau dii -n gs t s
ci al of ficers: in Susseweb€otetyor Jpuiglei cCommogells si
pl aced retired Resident Judge Stokes; i n New [@as
County, Court of Commo nT hRel eSausp eJru dogge Chbauyretr iwsa SR r i
cross designated to hankldredwarpkirn@,r Cedir¢catcad s c
|l owing the retirement ofrduegel yRotcanegt 6vi de n@x c
Kent County Commi ssioneur Fgreaat esTwd estibced Jdhb
judges, Resident Judge Wiprhaeme deamtde Retsiide ndr ¢ dag
Stokes were specially densgi gwoartke de tthoi cs i tf | aerxd bla m
the Veterans Treat ment pQoouurdi.s Tihne Keafite tgaynad n Sbuislised
Counti es. Judge Wall aceaemanmisnues the handfl eo/fthi
probdelmvi ng court in Newn@Qasthlies Qoaprtrya.l | @l ethosI 0
ident Judge Butler, who presides over New Castle ees have shown their mr
County SuperReentCroyur €outrite cciotnitz ennuse so f Delawa e
his work as®SupeeprriessrenCawrdtret ome,t heand we are |gira
Del awar e Correctional Reentry Commi ssi on
(IﬂCRc‘C)astablished by Gxwe&i-scrl Careragy 21, i ke = (IS
utive Order No. 27. The DCRC issued itsfindlre - bri ng many personnel dh a
port on December 31, ®0QOuntResiwvenwvelludmed Bui|fa r
reentry work with the DCR&€nctoarty nuds sas st hilso|@8pn
mi ssion transitions undkerandale Fagiahyi Sed900e wjl €
net Council Pl eas. She then moved o]
She has held many pos i
Over the past year s, appeiicat iapmpoifndredCotnlte a IPg i t
ry Permits have i ncr eas@odunetxyp oanlesnot ivad |l cyo meQu rar gme
t he Court has a manual mpotoiavieys sk tSe nriggoei WHee, sd Bl mi
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SUPERIOR COURT CIVIL & CRIMINAL FILINGS & DISPOSITIONS BY FISCAL YEAR

2012

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

M Filings

20,616

20,397 19,504 18,540 18,292 20,315 18,132 16,211 14,375 12,793

M Dispositions

22,544

19,527 18,663 18,354 18,109 18,447 19,405 17,298 14,834 11,364

VOP Filings

5,384

5,520 5,378 5,465 5,358 4,639 4,307 3,865 3,179 3,402
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