POLICY DIRECTIVE 87-107 (Sixth Revision)
TO:

ALL JUSTICES OF THE PEACE



ALL NON-JUDICIAL COURT EMPLOYEES

FROM:
ALAN G. DAVIS



CHIEF MAGISTRATE

DATE:
FEBRUARY 2, 2011
RE:
WEATHER AND COURT CLOSURES
________________________________________________________________________

Scope:

This Policy Directive sets forth the considerations of the Justice of the Peace Court relating to inclement weather and the subsequent closure of courts.
Justice of the Peace Court Policy:


It is the Policy of the Justice of the Peace Court that various court locations may be closed during periods of severe weather.  The decision to close any Justice of the Peace Court location, open a location late, or close a location early because of severe weather conditions will be made by the Chief Magistrate or, in his or her absence, by the Court Administrator.  Such a decision shall necessarily balance the interests of public service as well as the safety of court staff, judges, litigants and other members of the public.
Policy Directives/Legal Memoranda Affected:

This is the sixth revision of Policy Directive 87-107, therefore, all previous versions of Policy Directive 87-107 are hereby rescinded.  This policy directive is related to the Justice of the Peace Court Inclement Weather Procedure, which is separately issued.
Effective Date:

This policy shall take effect immediately upon issuance and shall continue until further notice. 
Discussion:


Severe weather may, at times, impact the ability of the Justice of the Peace Court, in its various locations, to conduct business.  Severe weather may include hazardous conditions cause by snow, ice, high winds, heavy fog, coastal flooding (where applicable) or road flooding due to excessive rain.  During weather emergencies, police scheduled for trial may be needed elsewhere to ensure public safety. Likewise, witnesses and litigants may be fearful of driving in potentially unsafe conditions and it may be dangerous for Justice of the Peace Court staff and judges to travel to the Court.  As such, the Justice of the Peace Court may decide that Court locations should be closed during periods of severe weather.  

 The decision to close any Justice of the Peace Court location, open a location late, or close a location early because of severe weather conditions shall be made by the Chief Magistrate or, in his or her absence, by the Court Administrator.  This decision must necessarily balance the interests of public service with the safety of court staff, Judges, litigants and members of the public.  In making this decision, considerations will include current and predicted weather conditions, safety concerns, and closures of the Executive Branch offices and other courts.  It is the policy of the Justice of the Peace Court to keep open the following courts during a declared state of emergency, if possible:  Justice of the Peace Court No. 3 in Georgetown, Justice of the Peace Court No. 7 in Dover and Justice of the Peace Court No. 11 in New Castle.  At the time a decision regarding closure is made, that information will be communicated to the Deputy Chief Magistrates and Court Operations Managers.  

Additional information regarding notification, compensation, leave time, rescheduling of calendars and other issues related to inclement weather may be found in the Justice of the Peace Court Inclement Weather Procedure, which is attached to this Policy Directive for reference.
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