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__________________________________________________________________

With the implementation of the automated civil case management system, we have the ability to track cases that have been held under advisement by the Justice of the Peace Court for 30 days or more.  As explained in the second supplement to Policy Directive 81-036, “Implementation of the Chief Justice’s Administrative Directive No. 94, Revised,” (Feb. 3, 1994), a matter under advisement is “any case, motion, or other court proceedings in which all required actions have been completed by the parties, and the parties await a judicial decision.” Policy Directive 81-036 (2nd Supp.) at p. 2-3. This includes any case in which a hearing has been held and no additional submissions (briefs, etc.) are expected from the parties, and a judge has not issued a decision within 30 days following the hearing.  This policy shall become effective as of April 15, 2001.


To take advantage of the automated process to ensure that no civil cases “fall between the cracks”, the following procedure is effective immediately for civil cases:

1. Beginning on the 15th day of each month, the 30 day judgment pending list in the automated system will be reviewed by civil court managers who will:

(1) correct docketing errors on cases included on that list (cases or motions with decisions but without electronic disposition, etc.), utilizing Management Report 122 for this purpose,

(2) determine which cases have outstanding decisions (use reserved decision worklist), including all cases held under advisement for more than 30 days,

(3) provide a copy of the 30 day judgment pending list with notations as to action taken to resolve the problem (if it is clerical or referral to DCM if the case is awaiting judicial decision), no later than the 20th day of each month to their Operations Manager and a copy to the Chief Magistrate,

2.  The civil court managers will also provide a list of all cases with decisions held under advisement for more than 30 days (at the time the pending list was pulled from the system) by judge to the Deputy Chief Magistrate by the 20th day of each month.

3. To facilitate this process until such time as the civil court managers are comfortable retrieving the report on their own, Larry Sipple or Lyn Arnold will retrieve the 30 day judgment pending report from the automated system and provide a copy of that report to each civil court manager (related to each court’s cases) and a copy to the Chief Magistrate on the 15th day of each month.

4. The Deputy Chief Magistrates will review outstanding cases which have been under advisement for more than 30 days (at the time the pending list was pulled from the automated system) with the judges involved.

5. On the last day of each month, the Deputy Chief Magistrates will provide by e-mail or in writing the following information to the Chief Magistrate:

· Name of the case and case number,

· Name of the judge involved,

· Date the case was taken under advisement (usually the date of the hearing or trial),

· The judge’s reason for the delay in making the decision,

· Target date/plan for making the decision.

6.  The Chief Magistrate will review the original pending list as revised by updated information provided by the civil court managers and the Deputy Chief Magistrates and prepare the 30 day report for submission to the Chief Justice, as required by Administrative Directive No. 94, Revised.

Criminal courts will follow the existing procedure with the court manager providing me with information on cases held under advisement for more than 30 days by the last day of each month.
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