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Innovating  
for the Future 

  “I like the dreams of the  
    future better than the  
    history of the past.” 

    Thomas Jefferson, Letter to  
    John Adams, 1816

Developing new ways to serve our business community 

Pioneering efforts to assist self-represented litigants 
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Creating Innovative Special Courts and Programs

Leading Initiatives in Promoting Racial and Ethnic 
Fairness in the Justice System 
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Employing Cutting Edge Technology 

Teaching Tomorrow’s Citizens Today 
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MESSAGE FROM THE  
STATE COURT  

ADMINISTRATOR 
                                                               Honorable Patricia W. Griffin

Self-Represented Litigants/Procedural Fairness 

• 

• 

• 

•

Mental Health and Criminal Justice Task Force 
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Community Outreach 

Collections 

Family Court Judge William L. Chapman, Jr. talking to student 
participants from the Latin American Community Center during a 
Youth Forum last summer. 

Teacher Participants in the 2010 Supreme Court 
“Classroom to Courtroom” Teachers Program, 
along with Chief Justice Myron T. Steele, Justice 
Henry duPont Ridgely and Justice Carolyn Berger. 
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Racial and Ethnic Diversity 

Continuity of Operations Planning/Security/Facilities 

Technology Management and Support 
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LEGISLATION 

The Judiciary’s legislative team brings together represen-
tatives of the courts and the Administrative Office of the 
Courts to enhance the effectiveness of the Judicial 
Branch’s relationship with the General Assembly by serv-
ing as the main Judicial Branch contact for legislative 
matters and by monitoring and analyzing legislation for 
impact on the Judiciary.  The following legislation affect-
ing the Judicial Branch was passed during FY 2010 by the 
General Assembly: 

BILL NUMBER DESCRIPTION

Del.C

Del.C
Del.C.
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FISCAL OVERVIEW 

SUMMARY OF JUDICIAL BUDGETS-FISCAL YEARS 2009-2011* 

GENERAL FUNDS - State Judicial Agencies and Bodies 
FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 

Enacted Budget Enacted Budget Enacted Budget 

 Supreme Court  $       3,219,500     $  3,140,700    $  3,126,900 

 Court of Chancery           3,105,100    3,012,700   3,002,500 

 Superior Court         22,202,600             21,257,200            21,152,600 

 Family Court         19,619,900             18,984,000            18,590,300 

 Court of Common Pleas           9,260,400    8,996,900   8,971,600 

 Justice of the Peace Court         17,261,300             16,664,800            16,611,700 

 Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC)           3,742,700    3,478,400   3,475,000 

 AOC Custodial Pass Through Funds**           4,940,000             4,876,300             5,471,300 

 Office of State Court Collections Enforcement                                                   560,500                 543,000                538,300 

 Judicial Information Center           3,585,700   3,448,400   3,448,200 

 Law Libraries              491,100       453,000      451,700 

 Office of the Public Guardian              501,700       481,200      482,900 

 Child Placement Review Board              526,600       502,200      491,900 

 Office of the Child Advocate              876,500       836,200      826,600 

 Child Death, Near Death & Stillbirth Commission              418,600                393,900                393,400 

 DE Nursing Home Residents Quality Assurance                                                
Commission                                                               56,700        54,700       54,800 

 TOTAL  $    90,368,900   $    87,123,600   $    87,089,700 

*The FY 2009 Enacted Budget does not reflect reversions of appropriated budget funds back to the General Fund.  Judicial Branch reversions 
were $735,200 in FY 2009.  No reversions were taken in FY 2010. As of the date of this publication, no reversions were taken in FY 2011. 

**These programs are included in AOC funding but are shown separately because they are pass-through funds.  They include the Court Ap-
pointed Attorney Programs, Interpreters, Victim Offender Mediation Program, Elder Law Program, and COTS. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts 
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FISCAL OVERVIEW 

COURT GENERATED REVENUE - FISCAL YEAR 2010 

RESTITUTION - FISCAL YEAR 2010 

    Assessed Collected         Disbursed* 

 Superior Court     $  10,737,700       $        2,181,400     $          2,355,900 

 Family Court             113,200                     267,500                     256,400  

 Court of Common Pleas             673,800                     592,600                     576,800 

 Justice of the Peace Court               39,100                       56,300                       33,800  

 Office of State Court Collections Enforcement**                      -                                52,000                       58,100  
 RESTITUTION TOTAL   $  11,563,800     $          3,149,800      $          3,281,000 

COLLECTIONS BY THE OFFICE OF STATE COURT COLLECTIONS ENFORCEMENT 
On Behalf of Courts and Agencies*** 

Total 
 Superior Court      $        2,801,100 
 Family Court                    77,900  
 Justice of the Peace Court                  152,300  
 Department of Correction                  890,600  

 OSCCE - TOTAL COLLECTIONS  $      3,921,900 

     

  *The amount disbursed is greater than the amount collected because some funds collected in FY 2009 were disbursed in FY 2010.

ASSESSMENTS AND COLLECTIONS FOR THE TRANSPORTATION TRUST FUND 

             Assessed Collected 

 Superior Court     $         218,900       $           60,100 

 Family Court                  13,700                     10,500 

 Court of Common Pleas              1,051,100                   523,000 

 Justice of the Peace Court              2,930,900                      2,382,400 
 TRANSPORTATION TRUST FUND TOTAL    $      4,214,600     $        2,976,000 

**The figures shown in this table for the Office of State Court Collections Enforcement (OSCCE) reflect only restitution for cases that have 
been closed by Family Court.  OSCCE also collects restitution on current cases for Superior Court and the Justice of the Peace Court.
Amounts collected by OSCCE on behalf of those courts are included in the restitution figures for those courts. 

NOTE:  As of July 1, 2009, the Violent Crimes Compensation Board was transferred to the Department of Justice as the Victims’ Compen-
sation Assistance Program. 

Source:  Administrative Office of the Courts 

***In FY 2010, OSCCE collections included amounts submitted to the general fund, amounts submitted to non-general fund recipients, 
and restitution. Amounts collected by OSCCE on behalf of all courts, except Family Court, are also included in general fund and restitu-
tion figures for those courts.  
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INTRODUCTION TO THE          
DELAWARE COURT SYSTEM
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OVERVIEW OF THE COURTS 

Justice of the  
Peace Court 

Court of  
Common

Pleas

Family
Court

Superior
Court

Court of  
Chancery 

Chief Justice, 
Supreme Court 

Administrative Office  
of the Courts 

Child Placement Re-
view Board 

Office of the Child 
Advocate

ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY AND FUNDING

Supreme Court 

Key:

Direction of Appeals

Direction of Transfer 

Court of 
Chancery 

Justice of the 
Peace Court Alderman’s Courts* 
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Child Death, Near 
Death & Stillbirth 

Commission 

Nursing Home Resi-
dents Quality Assur-
ance Commission 

Family Court

= Funded by County 

= Funded by State 

*Alderman’s Courts are not part of the Delaware court system.  They are independent entities within their respective municipalities.   However, cases 
may be  transferred or appealed  to a State court.
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THE DELAWARE COURT SYSTEM 

SUPREME COURT

Final appellate jurisdiction for criminal cases in which 
the sentence exceeds certain minimums, and in civil 
cases as to final judgments, certain orders of the 
Court of Chancery, the Superior Court, and the Family 
Court and court designated boards.  Issuer of certain 
writs.

COURT OF LAST RESORT

EQUITY COURT

COURT OF CHANCERY

Hear/determine all matters and causes in eq-
uity (typically corporate, trust, fiduciary mat-
ters, land sale, real estate, and commercial/
contractual matters). 

COURTS OF LIMITED JURISDICTION

FAMILY COURT

Extensive jurisdiction over all domestic relations 
matters, including divorce, custody, 
guardianships, adoptions, visitation, child and 
spousal support, and property division. 
Jurisdiction over intrafamily misdemeanors, 
misdemeanor crimes against children, and civil 
domestic violence protective orders. Jurisdiction 
over all juvenile offenses except certain serious 
offenses.

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

Statewide jurisdiction in civil actions that do not 
exceed $50,000.  All criminal misdemeanors 
(except certain drug-related offenses).  All 
motor vehicle offenses (except felonies). 
Responsible for preliminary hearings.  Appeals 
from the Justice of the Peace Court, Alderman’s 
Courts, and the Division of Motor Vehicles. 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT

Civil cases that do not exceed $15,000.  Certain 
misdemeanors and most motor vehicle cases 
(except felonies).  May act as committing 
magistrate for all crimes.  Landlord/tenant 
disputes.

ALDERMAN’S COURTS*
Minor misdemeanors, traffic, parking, and 
minor civil matters occurring within town limits 
(specific jurisdiction varies with town charter, 
as approved by the General Assembly). 

SUPERIOR COURT

Original statewide jurisdiction over criminal and 
civil cases (except equity cases).  Exclusive 
jurisdiction over felonies and drug offenses 
(except marijuana possession and most 
felonies/drugs involving minors). Involuntary 
commitments to Delaware Psychiatric Center. 
Intermediate appellate court from the Court of 
Common Pleas, Family Court (adult criminal) 
and administrative boards. 

LAW COURT

*Alderman’s Courts are not part of the Delaware court system.  They are independent entities within their respective municipalities.   However, cases 
may be  transferred or appealed  to a State court.
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Criminal 
Appeals

410
Civil 

Appeals
304

Original 
Applications

39

Boards
12 Other*

5

NUMBER OF SUPREME COURT FILINGS 
BY TYPE FY 2010

* Includes 2 Certifications, 1 Advisory Opinion, 1 
Unauthorized Practice of Law, and 1 Other.

Court of 
Chancery

78

Superior 
Court 566

Family 
Court

70

Non-Court 
Originated

56

NUMBER OF SUPREME COURT FILINGS BY 
COURT OF ORIGINATION FY 2010
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SUPREME COURT 

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Filings 582 715 681 564 583 688 666 670 685 770

Dispositions 598 713 726 586 554 655 668 661 705 724
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900

SUPREME COURT FILINGS & DISPOSITIONS
BY FISCAL YEAR

0.0 50.0 100.0 150.0 200.0

Criminal Appeals

Civil Appeals

Certifications

Original Applications

Boards

Unauthorized Practice of Law

Other

169.5

152.4

197.0
39.9

41.3

77.0

5.0

SUPREME COURT FY 2010 AVERAGE NUMBER OF DAYS FROM 
FILING TO DISPOSITION BY CASE TYPE
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SUPREME COURT 

Supreme Court Justices: 

Front Row (sitting left to right) Back Row (standing left to right)
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COURT  
OF CHANCERY 

  Chancellor William B. Chandler III 

Civil
931

Estate
2,492

Miscellaneous 
761

NUMBER OF COURT OF CHANCERY 
FILINGS BY TYPE FY 2010
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COURT OF CHANCERY 

Court of Chancery (left to right) 
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2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Filings 4,197 4,159 3,935 4,122 4,221 4,057 4,142 4,027 4,122 4,184

Dispositions 3,868 3,525 3,452 3,391 3,457 4,200 3,567 4,457 3,500 3,724

COURT OF CHANCERY FILINGS & DISPOSITIONS BY FISCAL YEAR
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  President Judge James T. Vaughn, Jr. 

Criminal
8,064

Civil
15,060

NUMBER OF SUPERIOR COURT 
FILINGS BY TYPE FY 2010
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Lawsuit
Climate 2010: Ranking the States

SUPERIOR COURT 

Indictment
5,488

Information
2,078

Rule 9 
Warrant 461

Other*
37

NUMBER OF SUPERIOR COURT CRIMINAL FILINGS BY 
TYPE FY 2010

* Includes appeals, transfers, reinstatements & severances
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Commitments

Miscellaneous

4,407

6,654

272
1,246

2,481

NUMBER OF SUPERIOR COURT CIVIL FILINGS BY TYPE 
FY 2010
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SUPERIOR COURT 

Front row (sitting left to right) 

Second row (standing left to right) 

Back row (standing left to right) 

Not Pictured:  
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20,000

25,000

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Filings 16,907 19,019 19,393 20,387 19,851 20,977 23,075 23,292 23,035 23,124

Dispositions 18,562 19,345 19,907 19,398 19,781 20,077 22,231 23,450 22,602 21,435

VOP Filings 5,706 6,119 6,232 6,349 6,055 6,151 6,255 5,523

SUPERIOR COURT CIVIL & CRIMINAL FILINGS & DISPOSITIONS BY FISCAL YEAR

Standing (left to right) 
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Del.C.

“The court shall endeavor to provide for each person coming 
under its jurisdiction such control, care, and treatment as will 
best serve the interest of the public, the family, and the of-
fender, to the end that the home will, if possible, remain un-
broken and the family members will recognize and discharge 
their legal and moral responsibilities to the public and to one 
another.”

COURT IMPROVEMENT PROJECT (CIP)  

Highlights include: 

  Chief Judge Chandlee Johnson Kuhn 
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JUVENILE JUSTICE

Mental Health Diversion Court 

Gun Court 

SERVICES FOR SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS    

pro se

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Filings 55,310 53,714 53,161 53,490 55,959 54,361 57,672 53,366 54,892 52,580

Dispositions 52,367 55,957 52,517 55,056 54,313 58,094 55,920 53,211 53,772 52,353

49,000
50,000
51,000
52,000
53,000
54,000
55,000
56,000
57,000
58,000
59,000

FAMILY COURT CIVIL & CRIMINAL FILINGS AND 
DISPOSITIONS BY FISCAL YEAR 

Other*
10,492

Protection from 
Abuse
3,964

Custody & 
Visitation

4,969

Support (New 
non-support, 

Arrears, 
Modifications) 

17,895

Adult Criminal 
4,549

Juvenile 
Delinquency 

7,201

Divorces & 
Annulments

3,510

NUMBER OF FAMILY COURT FILINGS 
BY TYPE FY 2010

*Includes Civil Contempts, Adoption, Termination of Parental Rights, & 
Miscellaneous

FAMILY COURT 
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATE (CASA) 
PROGRAM

FAMILY COURT 

28,987

10,744

12,849

0 5,000 10,000 15,000 20,000 25,000 30,000 35,000

New Castle

Kent

Sussex

NUMBER OF FAMILY COURT FILINGS 
BY COUNTY FY 2010
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HUMAN RESOURCES 

Coaching for Success Performance Management
Sexual Harassment

FAMILY COURT 

Front row (sitting left to right)  Second row (standing left to right)  Back row (standing left to right) 
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  Chief Judge Alex J. Smalls 
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New Castle 
77,743Kent

22,735

Sussex
30,595

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS CIVIL & CRIMINAL 
FILINGS BY COUNTY FY 2010

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

0

20,000

40,000

60,000

80,000

100,000

120,000

140,000

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010*
Filings 81,451 92,965 95,041 100,232 96,322 100,814 110,765 117,652 126,691 131,073

Dispositions 77,385 89,157 91,283 95,611 96,525 99,704 105,612 113,480 124,804 137,037

Preliminary Hearings 7,616 8,362 8,386 9,189 8,329 9,165 10,413 10,720 9,940 9,066

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS CIVIL & CRIMINAL FILINGS & 
DISPOSITIONS & PRELIMINARY HEARINGS BY FISCAL YEAR

*The significant increase in total case dispositions reflects a significant increase in civil case dispositions.  This increase in civil case dispositions is the 
result of several factors, including the implementation of more efficient case processing procedures, attention to Rule 41(e) dismissals, and the 
implementation of an expedited docket for debt collection cases.
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Front row (standing left to right) 

Second row (standing left to right) 

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

0 2,000 4,000 6,000

New Castle

Kent

Sussex

5,066

2,133

1,867

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS PRELIMINARY 
HEARINGS BY COUNTY FY 2010
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BY TYPE FY 2010
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JUSTICE OF THE 
PEACE COURT 

  Chief  Magistrate Alan G. Davis 

Police Prosecution Process 

0 50,000 100,000 150,000

Title 21 Traffic

Title 11 (Criminal)

Miscellaneous …

Title 7 (Fish and …

Civil Complaints

Landlord/Tenant

VAC**

81,801

30,438

11,104

2,055

14,784

18,304 133,352

NUMBER OF JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 
FILINGS* BY TYPE BY 2010

0 50,000 100,000 150,000

Title 21 Traffic

Title 11  (Criminal)

Miscellaneous Criminal

Title 7 (Fish and Game)

Civil Complaints

Landlord/Ten ant

VAC**

81,8 01

30,438

11,104

2,055

14,784

18,304 133,352

NUMBER OF JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 
FILINGS* BY TYPE FY 2010

*Criminal filings are by Defendant
**Voluntary Assessment Center
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 

Consolidation and Relocation in New Castle County 

Court 9
1,581

Court 17
5,414

Court 16
7,381

Court 13
18,712

TOTAL JUSTICE OF THE PEACE CASES FILED BY 
COURT FY 2010 (Civil)

0
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150,000

200,000

250,000

300,000

350,000

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Total Filings 275,242 258,727 245,444 265,456 290,095 292,005 317,436 318,293 307,925 291,838

Total Dispositions 262,279 243,391 244,349 266,890 0 290,772 313,409 315,663 294,655 290,215

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT CIVIL & CRIMINAL/TRAFFIC 
FILINGS & DISPOSITIONS BY FISCAL YEAR*

*Criminal filings and disposition information is by Defendant, which is similar to case information provided by the other courts.
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 

0

20,000
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Court 1 Court 2 Court 3 Court 4 Court 6 Court 7 Court 8 Court 9 Court 10 Court 11 Court 14 Court 15 Court 20 VAC

Cases 2,935 14,073 10,890 8,197 5,033 18,186 2,173 4,682 10,316 27,730 1,567 3,119 16,497 133,352

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT CRIMINAL & TRAFFIC CASES BY DEFENDANTS
BY COURT FY 2010 
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Cases 5,950 37,891 31,420 17,949 10,055 41,444 4,821 8,691 20,609 67,833 4,945 6,740 35,153 145,323

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT CRIMINAL & TRAFFIC CHARGES 
BY COURT FY 2010
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 

Seated (left to right) 

Standing (left to right) 

Not pictured: 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT JUDGES

Superior Court
2,453

Family Court
3,272

Court of
Common Pleas

14,250

CAPIASES CLEARED BY JUSTICE OF THE
PEACE COURT FOR OTHER COURTS FY 2010
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 

Seated (left to right)  

Standing (left to right)  

Not pictured:   

Seated (left to right) 

Standing middle row (left to right) 

Standing back row (left to right) 

Not pictured:
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 SUPREME  
COURT 

 
LEGAL AUTHORIZATION 
 
The Supreme Court is created by the Constitution of Delaware, Article IV, Section 
1.  The Supreme Court sits in Dover but the justices maintain their chambers in 
the counties where they reside. 
 
COURT HISTORY 
 
The modern Supreme Court was established in 1951 by constitutional amendment.  
The State’s first separate Supreme Court initially consisted of three justices and 
was enlarged to the current five justices in 1978. 
 
Prior to 1951, Delaware was without a separate Supreme Court.  The highest ap-
pellate authority prior to the creation of a separate Supreme Court consisted of 
those judges who did not participate in the original litigation in the lower courts.       
 
These judges would hear the appeal en Banc (collectively) and would exercise final 
jurisdiction in all matters in both law and equity. 
 
JURISDICTION 
 
The Supreme Court has final appellate jurisdiction in criminal cases in which the 
sentence exceeds certain minimums and in civil cases as to final judgments and 
for certain other orders of the Court of Chancery, the Superior Court, and the 
Family Court.  Appeals are heard on the record.  Under some circumstances, the 
Supreme Court has jurisdiction to issue writs of prohibition, quo warranto, certio-
rari, and mandamus. 
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JUSTICES 
 
The Supreme Court consists of a chief justice and four justices who are nominated 
by the Governor and confirmed by the Senate.  The justices are appointed for 12-
year terms and must be learned in the law and citizens of the State.  The Supreme 
Court may have no more than a majority of one justice from any political party. 
 
ADMINISTRATION  
 
The Chief Justice is responsible for the administration of all courts in the State and 
appoints the State Court Administrator to manage the non-judicial aspects of court 
administration.  The Supreme Court is staffed by a court administrator, clerk of 
the court, staff attorneys, an assistant clerk, law clerks, legal assistants, an ad-
ministrative secretary, and court clerks. 

Supreme Court Justices 
Front Row (sitting left to right)    Back Row (standing left to right) 
Justice Randy J. Holland      Justice Henry duPont Ridgely 
Chief Justice Myron T. Steele    Justice Jack B. Jacobs 
Justice Carolyn Berger 
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SUPREME COURT

2009 2010 Change % Change
Criminal Appeals 382 410 28 7.3%
Civil Appeals 263 304 41 15.6%
Certifications 2 2 0 0.0%
Original Applications 24 39 15 62.5%
Bd. on Prof. Resp. 12 12 0 0.0%
Bd. of Bar Exam. 1 0 - -
Un. Prac. Law 0 1 - -
Advisory Opinions 1 1 0 0.0%
Other 0 1 - -
Total   685   770 85  12.4%

2009 2010 Change % Change
Criminal Appeals 387 401 14 3.6%
Civil Appeals 271 273 2 0.7%
Certifications 3 2 -1 -33.3%
Original Applications 32 34 2 6.3%
Bd. on Prof. Resp. 11 11 0 0.0%
Bd. of Bar Exam. 0 1 - -
Un. Prac. Law 0 1 - -
Advisory Opinions 1 0 - -
Other 0 1 - -
Total   705   724  19   2.7%

Bd. on Prof. Resp. = Board on Professional Responsibility
Bd. of Bar Exam. = Board of Bar Examiners
Un. Prac. Law = Board on the Unauthorized Practice of Law 

Source:  Court Administrator and Clerk of the Supreme Court, Administrative Office of the Courts

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Filings

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Dispositions
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Supreme Court 10 Year Total Caseload Trend
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Fiscal Year

Filings 582 715 681 564 583 688 666 670 685 770

Dispositions 598 713 726 586 554 655 668 661 705 724

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
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SUPREME COURT

Criminal  Appeals - 410 100.0% - - 410 100%
Civil Appeals 78 25.7% 156 51.3% 70 23.0% - 304 100%
Original Applications* - - - 56 100.0% 56 100%
Total   78 10.1%   566 73.5%   70 9.1%   56 7.3% 770 100%

Criminal  Appeals - 401 100.0% - - 401 100%
Civil Appeals 70 25.6% 140 51.3% 63 23.1% - 273 100%
Original Applications* - - - 50 100.0% 50 100%
Total   70 9.7%   541 74.7%   63 8.7%   50 6.9% 724 100%

*Original Applications include Certifications, Bd. On Prof. Resp., Bd. Of Bar Exam., Un. Prac. Law, Advisory Opinions, and Other.  

Bd. on Prof. Resp. = Board on Professional Responsibility
Bd. of Bar Exam. = Board of Bar Examiners
Un. Prac. Law = Unauthorized Practice of Law

Source:  Court Administrator and Clerk of the Supreme Court; Administrative Office of the Courts

Originated

Court of Chancery   Superior Court    Family Court Originated
Non-Court

Superior Court Family Court

Caseload Breakdowns Fiscal Year 2010 - Filings

Total

Caseload Breakdowns Fiscal Year 2010 - Dispositions

TotalCourt of Chancery
Non-Court
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SUPREME COURT

Criminal Appeals 262 65.3% 5 1.2% 17 4.2% 20 5.0% 43 10.7% 54 13.5% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 401 100.0%
Civil Appeals 136 42.1% 8 2.5% 13 4.0% 0 0.0% 47 14.6% 79 24.5% 24 7.4% 16 5.0% 323 100.0%
Total 398 55.0% 13 1.8% 30 4.1% 20 2.8% 90 12.4% 133 18.4% 24 3.3% 16 2.2% 724 100.0%

Criminal Appeals 49 12.2% 0 309 77.1% 43 10.7% 0 401 100%
Civil Appeals 48 17.6% 0 179 65.6% 46 16.8% 0 273 100%
Certifications 2 100.0% 0 0 0 0 2 100%
Original Applications 0 0 34 100.0% 0 0 34 100%
Bd. on Prof. Resp. 1 9.1% 1 9.1% 8 72.7% 1 9.1% 0 11 100%
Bd. of  Bar Exam. 0 0 1 100.0% 0 0 1 100%
Un. Prac. Law 0 0 1 100.0% 0 0 1 100%
Advisory Opinions 0 0 0 0 0 0
Other 0 0 1 100.0% 0 0 1 100%
Total 100 13.8% 1 0.1% 533 73.6% 90 12.4% 0 0.0% 724 100%

* Includes any types or methods of dispositions not further broken down in these categories.

Bd. on Prof. Resp. = Board on Professional Responsibility
Bd. of Bar Exam. = Board of Bar Examiners
Un. Prac. Law = Unauthorized Practice of Law

Source:  Court Administrator and Clerk of the Supreme Clerk; Administrative Office of the Courts

         Opinion  Dismissal       Order       Opinion

Methods of Dispositions Fiscal Year 2010
      Written Voluntary      Assigned

Other* Total
Per Curiam

Types of Dispositions Fiscal Year 2010 - Appeals

Total     Other*
  Leave to

Appeal Denied
     Court     

Dismissal
Affirmed Part/
Reversed Part        Affirmed

  Voluntary
  Dismissal  Remanded  Reversed
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SUPREME COURT

Criminal Appeals 401 169.5  days 35.9  days
Civil Appeals 273 152.4  days 28.4  days
Certifications 2 197.0  days 37.5  days
Original Applications 34 39.9  days 21.4  days
BPR&BBE 12 41.3  days 25.7  days
Un. Prac. Law 1 77.0  days 54.0  days
Advisory Opinions 0 - -
Other 1 5.0  days 5.0  days
Total 724 153.0  days 32.3  days

% Change
Criminal Appeals 185.9  days 169.5  days -16.4  days -8.8%
Civil Appeals 194.5  days 152.4  days -42.1  days -21.7%
Certifications 31.3  days 197.0  days 165.7  days 528.7%
Original Applications 78.0  days 39.9  days -38.1  days -48.9%
BPR&BBE 71.5  days 41.3  days -30.2  days -42.2%
Un. Prac. Law - 77.0  days - -
Advisory Opinions 71.0  days - - -
Other - 5.0  days - -
Total 181.2  days 153.0  days -28.1  days -15.5%

*Average time from date submitted for judicial decision to actual date of disposition.  The time for a case that is  
  submitted and disposed in the same day is zero.  Not all Supreme Court cases require a judicial decision.  

BPR&BBE = Board on Professional Responsibility and Board of Bar Examiners
Un. Prac. Law = Unauthorized Practice of Law

Source:  Court Administrator and Clerk of the Supreme Court; Administrative Office of the Courts

Performance Summary Fiscal Year 2010 - Average Elapsed Time to Disposition
Average Time From
Filing to Disposition

Average Time From
Submission to Disposition*

   Number of 
Dispositions

Change
Caseload Comparison -  Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Average Time From Filing to Disposition

2009 2010

9 of 79



SUPREME COURT

Type of Disposition Submission to Disposition*
 Affirmed 398 200.8  days 43.8  days
 Affirmed Part/Reversed Part 13 261.8  days 64.5  days
 Reversed 30 309.5  days 59.8  days
 Remanded 20 104.3  days 19.0  days
 Voluntary Dismissal 90 60.7  days 0.0  days
 Court Dismissal 133 69.3  days 17.2  days
 Leave to Appeal Denied 24 10.4  days 6.9  days
 Other 16 72.4  days 33.1  days
Total 724 153.0  days 32.3  days

Method of Disposition Submission to Disposition*
 Assigned Opinion 100 279.7  days 49.3  days
 Per Curiam Opinion 1 50.0  days 31.0  days
 Written Order 533 145.0  days 34.6  days
 Voluntary Dismissal   90 60.7  days 0.00  days
 Other   0 - -
Total 724 153.0  days 32.3  days

*Average time from date submitted for judicial decision to actual date of disposition.  The time for a case   
  that is submitted and disposed in the same day is zero.  Not all Supreme Court cases require a judicial   
  decision. 

Source:  Court Administrator and Clerk of the Supreme Court; Administrative Office of the Courts

Performance Breakdowns Fiscal Year 2010 - Elapsed Time by Disposition Method
Average Time From
Filing to Disposition

    Average Time FromNumber of
Dispositions

Performance Breakdowns Fiscal Year 2010 - Elapsed Time by Disposition Type
Average Time From
Filing to Disposition

    Average Time FromNumber of
Dispositions
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LEGAL AUTHORIZATION 
 
The Constitution of Delaware, Article IV, Section 1, authorizes the Court of Chan-
cery. 
 
COURT HISTORY 
 
The Court of Chancery came into existence as a separate court under the Dela-
ware Constitution of 1792.  Its creation contradicted an historical trend in eight-
eenth century America away from chancery courts.  The Court consisted solely of a 
chancellor until 1939 when the position of vice chancellor was added.  The in-
crease of the court’s workload, since then, has led to further expansions to its pre-
sent complement of a chancellor and four vice chancellors, with the addition of the 
fourth vice chancellor occurring in 1989. 
 
LEGAL JURISDICTION 
 
The Court of Chancery has jurisdiction to hear and determine all matters and 
causes in equity.  The general equity jurisdiction of the Court is measured in terms 
of the general equity jurisdiction of the High Court of Chancery of Great Britain as 
it existed prior to the separation of the American colonies.  The General Assembly 
may confer upon the Court of Chancery additional statutory jurisdiction.   
In today’s practice, litigation in the Court of Chancery consists largely of corporate 
matters, trusts, estates, and other fiduciary matters, disputes involving the pur-
chase and sale of land, questions of title to real estate, and commercial and con-
tractual matters in general.  When issues of fact to be tried by a jury arise, the 
Court of Chancery may order such facts to trial by issues at the Bar of the Superior 
Court (10 Del.C. § 369). 

 

COURT  
OF CHANCERY 
  Chancellor William B. Chandler III 
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Court of Chancery (left to right) 
 
Vice Chancellor Donald F. Parsons, Jr.                  Vice Chancellor John W. Noble 
Vice Chancellor Leo E. Strine, Jr.            Vice Chancellor J. Travis Laster 
Chancellor William B. Chandler III 
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COURT OF CHANCERY

2009 2010 Change % Change
Statewide 861 931 70 8.1%

2009 2010 Change % Change
Statewide 852 809 -43 -5.0%

Source:  Registers in Chancery; Administrative Office of the Courts

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Civil Filings

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Civil Dispositions
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Court of Chancery 10-Year Civil Caseload Trend
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COURT OF CHANCERY

2009 2010 Change % Change
Statewide 2,531 2,492 -39 -1.5%

2009 2010 Change % Change
Statewide 2,225 2,051 -174 -7.8%

Source:  Registers of Wills; Administrative Office of the Courts

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Estates Filings

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Estates Dispositions
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Court of Chancery 10-Year Estates Caseload Trend
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COURT OF CHANCERY

2009 2010 Change % Change
Statewide 730 761 31 4.2%

2009 2010 Change % Change*
Statewide 423 864 441 104.3%

* The percentage change for miscellaneous matters dispositions reflects an on-going file maintenance of 
   dormant civil miscellaneous cases on the Lexis Nexis system that should not have transferred as active.

Source:  Registers in Chancery; Administrative Office of the Courts

Caseload Summary Fiscal Years 2009-2010- Miscellaneous Matters Filings

Caseload Summary Fiscal Years 2009-2010- Miscellaneous Matters Dispositions
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COURT OF CHANCERY

2009 2010 Change % Change
Statewide 730 761 31 4.2%

2009 2010 Change % Change*
Statewide 423 864 441 104.3%

* The percentage change for miscellaneous matters dispositions reflects an on-going file maintenance of 
   dormant civil miscellaneous cases on the Lexis Nexis system that should not have transferred as active.

Source:  Registers in Chancery; Administrative Office of the Courts

Caseload Summary Fiscal Years 2009-2010- Miscellaneous Matters Filings

Caseload Summary Fiscal Years 2009-2010- Miscellaneous Matters Dispositions
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Court of Chancery 10-Year Miscellaneous Caseload Trend
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COURT OF CHANCERY

2009 2010 Change % Change
Statewide 4,122 4,184 62 1.5%

2009 2010 Change % Change
Statewide 3,500 3,724 224 6.4%

* Total includes Civil, Miscellaneous, and Estates

Source: Registers in Chancery; Registers of Wills; Administrative Office of the Courts

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Total Case Filings*

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Total Case Dispositions*
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Court of Chancery 10-Year Total Caseload Trend (Civil, Miscellaneous, & Estates)
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LEGAL AUTHORIZATION 
 
The Constitution of Delaware, Article IV, Section 1, authorizes the Superior Court. 
 
COURT HISTORY 
 
Superior Court’s roots can be traced back more than 300 years to December 6, 1669 when 
John Binckson and two others were tried for treason for leading an insurrection against colo-
nists loyal to England in favor of the King of Sweden. 
 
The law courts, which represent today’s Superior Court jurisdiction, go back as far as 1831 
when they included Superior Court, which heard civil matters, the Court of General Ses-
sions, which heard criminal matters, and the Court of Oyer and Terminer, which heard capi-
tal cases and consisted of all four law judges for the other two courts.   In 1951, the Court 
of Oyer and Terminer and the Court of General Sessions were abolished and their jurisdic-
tions were combined in today’s Superior Court.  The presiding judge of Superior Court was 
renamed president judge.  There were five Superior Court judges in 1951; there are nine-
teen today. 
 
GEOGRAPHIC ORGANIZATION 
 
Sessions of Superior Court are held in each of the three counties, at the county seat. 
 
LEGAL JURISDICTION 
 
Superior Court has statewide original jurisdiction over criminal and civil cases, except equity 
cases, over which the Court of Chancery has exclusive jurisdiction, and domestic relations 
matters, which jurisdiction is vested with the Family Court.  The Court’s authority to award 
damages is not subject to a monetary maximum.  The Court hears cases of personal injury, 
libel and slander, and contract claims.  The Court also tries cases involving medical malprac-
tice,  legal malpractice, property cases involving mortgage foreclosures, mechanics’ liens, 
and condemnations.  The Court has exclusive jurisdiction over felonies and drug offenses 

SUPERIOR 
COURT 

  President Judge James T. Vaughn, Jr. 
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(except most felonies and drug offenses involving minors and possession of marijuana 
and certain other drug-related possession cases).  Superior Court has jurisdiction over 
involuntary commitments of the mentally ill to the Delaware Psychiatric Center.  The 
Court serves as an intermediate appellate court, hearing appeals on the record from the 
Court of Common Pleas, Family Court (adult criminal), and more than fifty administrative 
agencies including the Industrial Accident, Zoning and Adjustment Boards, and other 
quasi-judicial bodies.  Appeals from Superior Court are argued on the record before the 
Supreme Court. 
 
SUPPORT PERSONNEL 
 
Superior Court employs court reporters, law clerks, bailiffs, investigative services offi-
cers, a secretary for each judge, and other support personnel. 
 
A prothonotary for each county serves as clerk of the Superior Court for that county.  
The prothonotary is directly involved with the daily operations of the Court. The protho-
notary handles jury lists and property liens and is the custodian of costs and fees for the 
Court.  That office also issues permits to carry deadly weapons, receives bail, deals with 
the release of incarcerated prisoners, issues certificates of notary public where applica-
ble, issues certificates of election to elected officials, issues commitments to the Psychi-
atric Center and collects and distributes restitution monies ordered by the Court in addi-
tion to numerous other duties.  The prothonotary is also charged with security, care, and 
custody of the Court’s exhibits.  Sheriffs for each county also serve Superior Court. 
 
Commissioners 
 
Superior Court created the position of commissioner in 1994 and currently five commis-
sioners assist the judges in civil and criminal matters.  Commissioners are attorneys at 
law who are appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the Senate for an initial four-
year term and may be reappointed to six year terms thereafter.   
 
Commissioners conduct hearings on a wide range of matters including arraignments, 
misdemeanor pleas, drug diversions, civil commitments to the Delaware Psychiatric Cen-
ter, criminal and civil routine motions, and other duties as assigned by the resident judge 
of each county.  Orders from Commissioners are subject to review by Superior Court 
judges. 

 

 Standing (left to right) 
Commissioner Michael P. Reynolds 
Commissioner Alicia B. Howard 
Commissioner Mark Vavaka 
Commissioner Andrea Maybee Freud 
Commissioner Lynne Parker 
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Front row (sitting left to right)      Second row (standing left to right) 
Judge T. Henley Graves (SC Resident Judge)      Judge E. Scott Bradley 
Judge John E. Babiarz (retired January, 2010)  Judge William L. Witham, Jr. (KC Resident  
President Judge James T. Vaughn, Jr.        Judge) 
Judge Jerome O. Herlihy        Judge Fred S. Silverman 
Judge Charles H. Toliver, IV  Judge Richard R. Cooch (NCC Resident   

    Judge) 
              Judge William C. Carpenter, Jr. 

Back row (standing left to right)    Judge Richard F. Stokes 
Judge M. Jane Brady        Judge Peggy L. Ableman 
Judge Mary M. Johnston 
Judge Jan R. Jurden 
Judge Joseph R. Slights, III      Not Pictured: 
Judge Calvin L. Scott, Jr.        Judge Diane Clarke Streett (Sworn in 
Judge Robert B. Young         Feruary, 2010) 
Judge John A. Parkins, Jr. 
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SUPERIOR COURT

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 9,848 10,176 328 3.3%
Kent County 2,064 2,380 316 15.3%
Sussex County 2,225 2,504 279 12.5%
State 14,137 15,060 923 6.5%

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 9,329 9,498 169 1.8%
Kent County 1,791 1,940 149 8.3%
Sussex County 2,031 2,105 74 3.6%
State 13,151 13,543 392 3.0%

Source:  Prothonotary's Offices, Superior Court; Administrative Office of the Courts

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Civil Case Filings

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Civil Case Dispositions
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SUPERIOR COURT

Total
New Castle County 3,350 32.9% 3,829 37.6% 169 1.7% 1,100 10.8% 1,728 17.0% 10,176
Kent County 576 24.2% 1,282 53.9% 47 2.0% 146 6.1% 329 13.8% 2,380
Sussex County   481 19.2%   1543 61.6%  56 2.2%  0 0.0%   424 16.9% 2,504
State 4,407 29.3% 6,654 44.2% 272 1.8% 1,246 8.3% 2,481 16.5% 15,060

Total
New Castle County 3,475 36.6% 3,028 31.9% 147 1.5% 906 9.5% 1,942 20.4% 9,498
Kent County 531 27.4% 977 50.4% 49 2.5% 93 4.8% 290 14.9% 1,940
Sussex County   417 19.8%   1250 59.4%  40 1.9%  0 0.0%   398 18.9% 2,105
State 4,423 32.7% 5,255 38.8% 236 1.7% 999 7.4% 2,630 19.4% 13,543

Source:  Prothonotary's Offices, Superior Court; Administrative Office of the Courts

Caseload Breakdowns Fiscal Year 2010 - Civil Case Dispositions

   Complaints
Mechanic's Liens
and Mortgages    Appeals

  Involuntary
   Commitments    Miscellaneous

Caseload Breakdowns Fiscal Year 2010 - Civil Case Filings

  Complaints
Mechanic's Liens
and Mortgages    Appeals

Involuntary
Commitments   Miscellaneous

28 of 79



Superior Court Civil 10 Year Caseload Trend
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SUPERIOR COURT

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 4,826 4,137 -689 -14.3%

Kent County 1,798 1,844 46 2.6%

Sussex County 2,274 2,083 -191 -8.4%

State 8,898 8,064 -834 -9.4%

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 5,192 4,060 -1,132 -21.8%

Kent County 2,058 1,789 -269 -13.1%

Sussex County 2,201 2,043 -158 -7.2%

State 9,451 7,892 -1,559 -16.5%

Source:  Court Administrator and Case Scheduling Office, Superior Court; Administrative Office of the Courts

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Criminal Case Filings

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Criminal Case Dispositions
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The numbers of VOP filings are not available for 2001 and 2002.

Superior Court Criminal 10-Year Caseload Trend
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SUPERIOR COURT

Total
New Castle County 3,160 76.4% 178 4.3% 771 18.6% 28 0.7% 4,137
Kent County 1,668 90.5% 11 0.6% 156 8.5% 9 0.5% 1,844
Sussex County 660 31.7% 272 13.1% 1,151 55.3%   0 0.0% 2,083
State 5,488 68.1% 461 5.7% 2,078 25.8% 37 0.5% 8,064

New Castle County 125 3.1% 2,815 69.3% 561 13.8% 1 0.0%
Kent County 31 1.7% 1,252 70.0% 237 13.2% 12 0.7%
Sussex County 21 1.0% 1,562 76.5%   224 11.0%  4 0.2%
State 177 2.2% 5,629 71.3% 1,022 12.9% 17 0.2%

FOP/Drug Court
New Castle County 89 2.2% 311 7.7% 158 3.9%
Kent County 60 3.4% 76 4.2% 121 6.8%
Sussex County  7 0.3% 67 3.3% 158 7.7%
State 156 2.0% 454 5.8% 437 5.5%

* Includes appeals, transfers, reinstatements and severances.
** Includes Probation Before Judgment
FOP = First Offender Program

Source:  Court Administrator and Case Scheduling Office, Superior Court; Administrative Office of the Courts

Caseload Breakdowns - Fiscal Year 2010 - Criminal Filings
    Indictment    Rule 9 Warrant         Information        Other*

Caseload Breakdowns - Fiscal Year 2010 - Criminal Dispositions

Caseload Breakdowns - Fiscal Year 2010 - Criminal Dispositions (cont.)
       Dismissal

     Remand/Transfer   Nolle Prosequi

   Consolidation Total

    Trial Guilty Plea**

4,060
1,789
2,043
7,892
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SUPERIOR COURT

New Castle County 117 83.0% 24 17.0% 141 100.0%
Kent County  26 83.9% 5 16.1%  31 100.0%
Sussex County   21 100.0%  0 0.0%   21 100.0%
State 164 85.0% 29 15.0% 193 100.0%

New Castle County  101 71.6% 24 17.0% 16 11.3% 141 100.0%
Kent County  19 61.3% 10 32.3% 2 6.5% 31 100.0%
Sussex County  14 66.7% 6 28.6%  1 4.8%  21 100.0%
State 134 69.4% 40 20.7% 19 9.8% 193 100.0%

Pled Nol Pros/
Guilty Not Guilty Dismissed Hung

Guilty LIO Guilty At Trial at Trial  Mistrial Jury Total
New Castle County  65  9  18  7  4  6  8  117
Kent County  12  3  4  3  2  2  0  26
Sussex County  11  2  6  1  0  0  1  21
State 88 14 28 11 6 8 9  164

Nol Pros/
Guilty Not Pled Dismissed

Guilty  LIO Guilty Guilty at Trial Mistrial Total***
New Castle County 16 4 1 0 1 0 22
Kent County 1 0 2 0 2 0 5
Sussex County 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
State 17 4 3 0 3 0 27

Pled Nol Pros/
Guilty Not Guilty Dismissed Hung

Guilty  LIO Guilty at Trial at Trial Mistrial Jury Total***
New Castle County  81  13  19  7  5  6  8  139
Kent County  13  3  6  3  4  2  0  31
Sussex County  11  2  6  1  0  0  1  21
State  105  18  31  11  9  8  9  191

New Castle County 173 30.8% 388 69.2% 561 100.0%
Kent County 136 57.4% 101 42.6% 237 100.0%
Sussex County 39 17.4% 185 82.6%   224 100.0%
State 348 34.1% 674 65.9% 1,022 100.0%

* Includes Dismissals at Trial and Nolle Prosequis at Trial
** Hung Juries, Mistrials, and Reserved Decisions
*** Does not include Reserved Decisions
LIO = Lesser Included Offense
Nol Pros = Nolle Prosequi

Source:  Court Administrator and Case Scheduling Office, Superior Court; Administrative Office of the Courts

By Special Condition
        Nolle Prosequis

         By Merit      Total

No Final Disposition**

All Trials

Types of Dispositions Fiscal Year 2010 - Criminal Nolle Prosequis
     Nolle Prosequis

Types of Dispositions Fiscal Year 2010 - Criminal Trials - Part One

Types of Dispositions Fiscal Year 2010 - Criminal Trials - Part Two
Jury Trial

Non-Jury Trial

        Guilty

Total

Total        Not Guilty*

Non-Jury Trial       Jury Trial
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SUPERIOR COURT

New Castle County 1,702 90.1% 187 9.9% 1,889 100.0%
Kent County 664 84.5% 122 15.5% 786 100.0%
Sussex County 1,095 83.5% 216 16.5% 1,311 100.0%
State 3,461 86.8% 525 13.2% 3,986 100.0%

New Castle County 507 54.8% 419 45.2% 926 100.0%
Kent County 216 46.4% 250 53.6%   466 100.0%
Sussex County 161 71.6%   64  28.4%   225 100.0%
State 884 54.7% 733 45.3% 1,617 100.0%

New Castle County 2,209 78.5% 606 21.5% 2,815 100.0%
Kent County 880 70.3% 372 29.7% 1,252 100.0%
Sussex County 1,256 81.8% 280 18.2% 1,536 100.0%
State 4,345 77.5% 1,258 22.5% 5,603 100.0%

* Includes Probation Before Judgment

Source:  Court Administrator and Case Scheduling Office, Superior Court; Administrative Office of the Courts

Types of Dispositions Fiscal Year 2010 - Criminal Felony Guilty Pleas

Types of Dispositions Fiscal Year 2010 - Criminal Misdemeanor Guilty Pleas

Total

Original

Original Lesser
Pled Guilty Pled Guilty

Pled Guilty Pled Guilty

Original Lesser* Total

Lesser* Total

Pled Guilty Pled Guilty
Types of Dispositions Fiscal Year 2010 - Criminal Total Guilty Pleas 

34 of 79



SUPERIOR COURT

Total Number
of Cases
Disposed

New Castle County 4,060 120.2 days 87.2 days
Kent County 1,789 116.0 days 69.5 days
Sussex County 2,043 137.1 days 89.0 days
State 7,892 124.4 days 81.9 days

Total Number
of Cases
Disposed

New Castle County 4,060 2,898 71.4% 3,719 91.6% 4,000 98.5%
Kent County 1,789 1,490 83.3% 1,655 92.5% 1,764 98.6%
Sussex County 2,043 1,670 81.7% 1,959 95.9% 2,043 100.0%
State 7,892 6,058 76.8% 7,333 92.9% 7,807 98.9%

Criminal Cases Performance Explanatory Notes 

1.  The performance summary charts measure the average time from the date of arrest to the date
     of disposition as well as the average time from the date of indictment/information to the date of disposition.
2.  In measuring the elapsed time for defendants for the purpose of determining the rate of compliance with
     the speedy trial standards, the following are excluded by the Court:
     a.  For all capiases, the time between the date that the capias is issued and the date that it is executed.
     b.  For all Rule 9 summonses and Rule 9 warrants, the time between the arrest and the indictment/information,
          if any.
    c.  For all nolle prosequis, the time between the scheduled trial date and the actual filing date of the nolle
         prosequis.
    d.  For all mental examinations, the time between the date that the examination is ordered and the date of the receipt
         of the results.
    e. For all defendants deemed to be incompetent, the period in which the defendant is considered incompetent.

Source:  Court Administrator and Case Scheduling Offices, Superior Court; Administrative Office of the Courts

Indictment (98%)

Disposed of within
120 Days of

Indictment (90%)

Disposed of within
180 Days of

Indictment (100%)

Performance Summary Fiscal Year 2010 - Criminal Cases - Elapsed Time
Average Time

from Arrest
to Disposition

Performance Summary Fiscal Year 2010 - Criminal Cases - Compliance With Speedy Trial Standards

Average Time from
Indictment

to Disposition

365 Days of
Disposed of within
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SUPERIOR COURT

% Change
New Castle County 123.8 days 120.2 days -3.6 days -2.9%
Kent County 115.6 days 116.0 days 0.4 days 0.3%
Sussex County 132.2 days 137.1 days 4.9 days 3.7%
State 123.9 days 124.4 days 0.5 days  0.4%

% Change
New Castle County 86.8 days 87.2 days 0.4 days 0.5%
Kent County 75.5 days 69.5 days -6.0 days -7.9%
Sussex County 85.4 days  89.0 days 3.6 days 4.2%
State 82.6 days 81.9 days -0.7 days -0.8%

Source:  Court Administrator and Case Scheduling Offices, Superior Court; Administrative Office of the Courts

Change2009
Average Time From Indictment to Disposition

2010

Performance Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Criminal Cases
Average Time From Arrest to Disposition

Performance Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Criminal Cases

Change20102009
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SUPERIOR COURT

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 14,674 4,137 -10537 -71.8%

Kent County 3,862 1,844 -2018 -52.3%

Sussex County 4,499 4,587 88 2.0%

State 23,035 10,568 -12467 -54.1%

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 14,521 4,060 -10,461 -72.0%

Kent County 3,849 1,789 -2,060 -53.5%

Sussex County 4,232 4,148 -84 -2.0%

State 22,602 9,997 -12,605 - 55.8%

Source:  Court Administrator, Prothonotaries Offices, and Case Scheduling Offices, Superior Court; Administrative Office 
                of the Courts         

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Total Case Filings

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Total Case Dispositions
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The numbers of VOP filings are not available for 2001 and 2002.

Superior Court Total 10-Year Caseload Trend
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LEGAL AUTHORIZATION 
 
The Constitution of Delaware, Article IV, Section 1, authorizes the Family Court. 
 
COURT HISTORY 
 
The Family Court of the State of Delaware has its origin in the Juvenile Court for the City 
of Wilmington, which was founded in 1911.  A little over a decade later, in 1923, the ju-
risdiction of the Juvenile Court for the City of Wilmington was extended to include New 
Castle County.  In 1933, the Juvenile Court for Kent and Sussex Counties was created. 
From the early 1930s, there was a campaign to establish a Family Court in the northern-
most county, and this idea came to fruition in 1945 when the legislature created the 
Family Court for New Castle County, Delaware.  In 1951, legislation was enacted to give 
the Juvenile Court for Kent and Sussex counties jurisdiction over all family matters, and 
in early 1962, the name of the Juvenile Court for Kent and Sussex counties was changed 
to the Family Court for Kent and Sussex Counties. 
 
As early as the 1950s, the concept of a statewide Family Court had been endorsed. The 
fruition of this concept was realized with the statutory authorization of the Family Court 
of the State of Delaware in 1971. 
 
In 2005 Family Court was granted Constitutional status by an act of the General Assem-
bly. 
 
GEOGRAPHIC ORGANIZATION 
 
The Family Court is a unified statewide court with branches in New Castle County in Wil-
mington, Kent County in Dover and Sussex County in Georgetown. 
 
 
 

FAMILY 
COURT 

  Chief Judge Chandlee Johnson Kuhn 

40 of 79



LEGAL JURISDICTION 
 
The Family Court has had conferred upon it by the General Assembly jurisdiction over 
statutorily enumerated juvenile delinquency matters, child neglect, dependency, child 
abuse, adult misdemeanor crimes against juveniles, child and spousal support, paternity 
of children, custody and visitation of children, adoptions, terminations of parental rights, 
divorces and annulments, property divisions, specific enforcement of separation agree-
ments, guardianship over minors, imperiling the family relationship, orders of protection 
from abuse and intra-family misdemeanor crimes. 
 
Cases are appealed to the Supreme Court with the exception of adult criminal cases 
which are appealed to the Superior Court.  
 
JUDGES 
 
Family Court has 17 judges of equal judicial authority, one of whom is appointed by the 
Governor as Chief Judge and who is the chief administrative and executive officer for the 
Court.  A bare majority of the judges must be of one major political party with the re-
mainder of the other major political party. 
 
The Governor nominates the judges, who must be confirmed by the Senate.  The judges 
are appointed for 12-year terms.  Judges must have been duly admitted to the practice 
of law before the Supreme Court of Delaware at least five years prior to appointment and 
must have a knowledge of the law and interest in and understanding of family and chil-
dren’s issues.  They shall not practice law during their tenure and may be re-appointed. 
 
COMMISSIONERS 
 
Family Court has 16 commissioners of equal judicial authority.  Commissioners are attor-
neys at law who are nominated by the Governor, confirmed by the Senate and serve an 
initial four-year term.  Upon second and subsequent appointments and confirmation, 
commissioners serve six-year terms. 
 
Commissioners hear a broad range of cases including child support, misdemeanor crimes 
and delinquency, civil protection petitions, bail hearings and other cases as assigned by 
the Chief Judge.  Orders from commissioners are subject to review by Family Court 
judges.  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT PERSONNEL 
 
The Family Court has an administrative support staff of 300 full-time positions in addition 
to the above-referenced judges and commissioners.  The Court’s administrative support 
staff includes positions such as the court administrator, directors of operations, supervi-
sors, clerks of court, administrative specialists, accountants, judicial assistants, media-
tion/arbitration officers, intake officers, program coordinators and interns working in all 
areas of the Court. 
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Front row (sitting left to right)      Back row (standing left to right) 
Judge William M. Nicholas        Judge Mark D. Buckworth 
Judge Jay H. Conner        Judge Peter B. Jones 
Chief Judge Chandlee Johnson Kuhn      Judge Michael K. Newell 
Judge Kenneth M. Millman        Judge William L. Chapman, Jr. 
Judge William J. Walls, Jr.        Judge Robert B. Coonin 

              Judge John E. Henriksen 
Second row (standing left to right)      Judge Alan N. Cooper 
Judge Arlene Minus Coppadge 
Judge Aida Waserstein 
Judge Barbara D. Crowell 
Judge Joelle P. Hitch 
Judge Mardi F. Pyott 
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FAMILY COURT

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 3,098 3,023 -75 -2.4%
Kent County 982 870 -112 -11.4%
Sussex County 746 656 -90 -12.1%
State 4,826 4,549 -277 -5.7%

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 2,531 2,964 433 17.1%
Kent County 1,146 858 -288 -25.1%
Sussex County 471 679 208 44.2%
State 4,148 4,501 353 8.5%

Source:  Court Administrator, Family Court; Administrative Office of the Courts

Caseload Summary Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Adult Criminal Case Filings

Caseload Summary Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Adult Criminal Case Dispositions
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FAMILY COURT

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 21,726 21,856 130 0.6%
Kent County 9,104 8,328 -776 -8.5%
Sussex County 11,186  10,646 -540 -4.8%
State 42,016 40,830 -1,186 -2.8%

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 22,639 20,803 -1,836 -8.1%
Kent County 9,083 8,032 -1,051 -11.6%
Sussex County 10,875  11,745 870 8.0%
State 42,597 40,580 -2,017 -4.7%

Source:  Court Administrator, Family Court; Administrative Office of the Courts

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Civil Case Filings

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Civil Case Dispositions
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FAMILY COURT

New Castle County 1,997 9.1% 672 3.1% 3,515 16.1% 3,363 15.4% 2,048 9.4% 2,559 11.7%

Kent County 783 9.4% 191 2.3% 1,540 18.5% 1,139 13.7% 715 8.6% 816 9.8%

Sussex County 730  6.9% 165 1.5% 1,978 18.6% 2,417 22.7% 1,180 11.1% 801 7.5%

State 3,510 8.6% 1,028 2.5% 7,033 17.2% 6,919 16.9% 3,943 9.7% 4,176 10.2%

New Castle County 484 2.2% 2,193 10.0% 106 0.5% 92 0.4% 4,827 22.1% 21,856 100%

Kent County 173 2.1% 1,026 12.3% 34 0.4% 31 0.4% 1,880 22.6% 8,328 100%

Sussex County 136 1.3% 745 7.0% 39 0.4% 30 0.3% 2,425 22.8% 10,646 100%

State 793 1.9% 3,964 9.7% 179 0.4% 153 0.4% 9,132 22.4% 40,830 100%

New Castle County 1,491 7.2% 921 4.4% 2,997 14.4% 3,489 16.8% 1,942 9.3% 2,356 11.3%

Kent County 560 7.0% 328 4.1% 1,430 17.8% 1,101 13.7% 829 10.3% 796 9.9%

Sussex County 504  4.3% 358 3.0% 2,596 22.1% 2,528 21.5% 1,361 11.6% 875 7.4%

State 2,555 6.3% 1,607 4.0% 7,023 17.3% 7,118 17.5% 4,132 10.2% 4,027 9.9%

New Castle County 471 2.3% 2,100 10.1% 92 0.4% 108 0.5% 4,836 23.2% 20,803 100%

Kent County 151 1.9% 977 12.2% 32 0.4% 3 0.0% 1,825 22.7% 8,032 100%

Sussex County 167 1.4% 708 6.0% 43 0.4% 47 0.4% 2,558 21.8% 11,745 100%

State 789 1.9% 3,785 9.3% 167 0.4% 158 0.4% 9,219 22.7% 40,580 100%

RTSC = Rules to Show Cause

Source:  Court Administrator, Family Court; Administrative Office of the Courts

          Total

Divorces and Annulments RTSC/Other Civil Contempts

          Visitation   Protection From Abuse           Adoptions Remaining Petition TypesTermination of Parental Rights

     New Non-Support       Support Arrearages

          Total          Adoptions Remaining Petition Types

Support Modifications           Custody
Caseload Breakdown Fiscal Year 2010 - Civil Case Dispositions

          Visitation   Protection From Abuse Termination of Parental Rights

Caseload Breakdown Fiscal Year  2010 - Civil Case Filings
Divorces and Annulments RTSC/Other Civil Contempts      New Non-Support       Support Arrearages Support Modifications           Custody
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FAMILY COURT

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 5,147 4,108 -1,039 -20.2%
Kent County 1,896 1,546 -350 -18.5%
Sussex County 1,912  1,547 -365 -19.1%
State 8,955 7,201 -1,754 -19.6%

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 3,449 4,021 572 16.6%
Kent County 1,859 1,594 -265 -14.3%
Sussex County 1,719  1,657 -62 -3.6%
State 7,027 7,272 245 3.5%

Source:  Court Administrator, Family Court; Administrative Office of the Courts

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Juvenile Delinquency Case Filings

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Juvenile Delinquency Case Dispositions
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FAMILY COURT

New Castle County 739 18.0% 2,589 63.0% 270 6.6% 510 12.4% 4,108 100%
Kent County 267 17.3% 1,030 66.6% 101 6.5% 148 9.6% 1,546 100%
Sussex County 291 18.8% 973 62.9% 151 9.8% 132 8.5% 1,547 100%
State 1,297 18.0% 4,592 63.8% 522 7.2% 790 11.0% 7,201 100%

New Castle County 691 17.2% 2,619 65.1% 265 6.6% 446 11.1% 4,021 100%
Kent County 234 14.7% 1,078 67.6% 98 6.1% 184 11.5% 1,594 100%
Sussex County 317 19.1% 1,075 64.9% 131 7.9% 134 8.1% 1,657 100%
State 1,242 17.1% 4,772 65.6% 494 6.8% 764 10.5% 7,272 100%

VOP - Violations of Probation

Source:  Court Administrator, Family Court; Administrative Office of the Courts

Caseload Breakdowns Fiscal Year 2010 - Juvenile Delinquency Case Filings
     Felony        Misdemeanor          Traffic       TotalVOP

Caseload Breakdowns Fiscal Year 2010 - Juvenile Delinquency Case Dispositions
           Felony        Misdemeanor          Traffic       TotalVOP
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FAMILY COURT

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 7,172 8,262 1,090 15.2%
Kent County 2,787 3,097 310 11.1%
Sussex County 4,212 4,404 192 4.6%
State 14,171 15,763 1,592 11.2%

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 6,813 8,048 1,235 18.1%
Kent County 2,504 3,128 624 24.9%
Sussex County 3,877 4,042 165 4.3%
State 13,194 15,218 2,024 15.3%

Mediation Explanatory Notes Fiscal Year 2010

1.  Mediation is the process prior to adjudication in which a trained mediator attempts to assist the parties in reaching 
     an agreement.  If the parties are unable to reach an agreement, the matter is scheduled to be heard before a 
     commissioner or judge.  
2.  Custody, support, visitation, guardianship, imperiling family relations, and rule to show cause filings are scheduled
     for mediation.  

Note:  Mediation data was reported as Arbitration data in some previous fiscal years.  

Source:  Court Administrator, Family Court; Administrative Office of the Courts

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Mediation Filings

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Mediation Dispositions
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FAMILY COURT

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 29,971 28,987 -984 -3.3%
Kent County 11,982 10,744 -1,238 -10.3%
Sussex County 13,844 12,849 -995 -7.2%
State 55,797 52,580 -3,217 -5.8%

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 28,619 27,788 -831 -2.9%
Kent County 12,088 10,484 -1,604 -13.3%
Sussex County 13,065 14,081 1,016 7.8%
State 53,772 52,353 -1,419 -2.6%

Total Caseload Explanatory Notes Fiscal Year 2010

1.  A civil filing is defined as one petition or one single civil incident filed with Family Court.  In a divorce matter,
     although the petition may contain multiple ancillary matters to the divorce, it is counted as one filing. 

2.  A criminal or delinquency filing is defined as one incident filed against one individual or defendant.  A single  
     criminal or juvenile delinquency filing may be comprised of a single charge, or of multiple charges relating to a
     single incident.  

Source:  Court Administrator, Family Court; Administrative Office of the Courts

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Total Case Filings

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Total Case Dispositions
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FY 2006, 2008 dispositions amended.  

FY 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2009 filings amended.

Family Court 10-Year Total Caseload Trend
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LEGAL AUTHORIZATION 
 
Art. IV, Sec. 1 of the Delaware Constitution authorizes the Court of Common Pleas. 
 

COURT HISTORY 
 
Common Pleas Courts were established in Pennsylvania’s three lower counties (now 
Delaware) during the colonial period.  The Delaware Constitution of 1792 continued their 
existence in the State of Delaware for a few decades.  These, however, were courts of 
general jurisdiction and, as such, the antecedents of the present Superior Court. 
 
The modern day Court of Common Pleas was established in 1917 when a court of limited 
civil and criminal jurisdiction was established in New Castle County.  A Court of Common 
Pleas was later established in Kent County in 1931 and Sussex County in 1953.  In 1969, 
the three county Courts of Common Pleas became state courts and, in 1973, the three 
Courts merged into a single statewide Court of Common Pleas.   
  
In 1994, The Commission on Delaware Courts 2000 recommended new jurisdiction for 
the Court of Common Pleas as vital to the Delaware court system.  Legislation imple-
menting the Commission’s Report vested significant new areas of jurisdiction in the Court 
in 1995.  On May 1, 1998, the Municipal Court was merged into the State court system, 
and pending cases were transferred to the Court of Common Pleas. 
 
GEOGRAPHIC ORGANIZATION 
 
The Court of Common Pleas sits in each of the three counties at the respective county 
seats. 
 
 
 

COURT OF  
COMMON PLEAS 

  Chief Judge Alex J. Smalls 
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LEGAL JURISDICTION 
 
The Court of Common Pleas has statewide jurisdiction, which includes concurrent juris-
diction with Superior Court in civil matters where the amount in controversy, exclusive of 
interest, does not exceed $50,000 on the complaint.  There is no limitation in amount on 
counterclaims and cross-claims.  It also has jurisdiction over change of name petitions 
and habitual offender motor vehicle hearings. All civil cases are tried without a jury. 
 
The Court has criminal jurisdiction over all misdemeanors occurring in the State of Dela-
ware except certain drug-related offenses.  In addition, it has jurisdiction over traffic of-
fenses (other than those that are felonies).  It is also responsible for conducting prelimi-
nary hearings in felony cases.  Jury trial is available to all criminal defendants. 
 
The Court has jurisdiction over appeals from Justice of the Peace and Alderman’s Courts 
in both civil and criminal cases.  It also has jurisdiction over administrative appeals from 
the Division of Motor Vehicles and from the Dog Control Panel. 
 
JUDGES 
 
There are nine judges of the Court of Common Pleas, of which five serve in New Castle 
County, two in Kent County, and two in Sussex County.  They are nominated by the Gov-
ernor with the confirmation of the Senate for 12-year terms.  They must have been ac-
tively engaged in the general practice of law in the State of Delaware for at least five 
years and must be citizens of the State.  A majority of not more than one judge may be 
from the same political party.  The chief judge serves as the administrative head of the 
Court. 
 
SUPPORT PERSONNEL 
 
The staff of the Court of Common Pleas includes a court administrator and one clerk of 
the court for each county as well as bailiffs, court reporters, secretaries, clerks and in-
vestigative services officers. 

Front row (standing left to right) 
Judge Andrea L. Rocanelli   
Chief Judge Alex J. Smalls    
Judge Rosemary Betts Beauregard   
     
Second row (standing left to right) 
Judge Charles W. Welch, III 
Judge Joseph F. Flickinger, III 
Judge Anne Hartnett Reigle 
Judge  Eric Davis 
Judge Kenneth S. Clark, Jr. 
Judge John K. Welch 
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COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

2009 2,010 Change %Change
New Castle County 8,756 8,918 162 1.9%
Kent County 2,853 2,933 80 2.8%
Sussex County 3,285 3,340 55 1.7%
State 14,894 15,191 297 2.0%

2009 2,010 Change* % Change
New Castle County 4,582 13,087 8,505 185.6%
Kent County 1,492 3,466 1,974 132.3%
Sussex County 2,452 3,558 1,106 45.1%
State 8,526 20,111 11,585 135.9%

New Castle County 8,443 94.7% 475 5.3%
Kent County 2,771 94.5% 162 5.5%
Sussex County   3,199 95.8% 141 4.2%
State 14,413 94.9% 778 5.1%

New Castle County 13,087
Kent County 3,466
Sussex County 3,558
State 20,111

* The significant increase in civil case dispositions is a result of several factors, including the implementation of more efficient
   case processing procedures, attention to Rule 41(e) dismissals, and the implementation of an expedited docket for debt 
   collection cases.

Source:  Court Administrator, Court of Common Pleas; Administrative Office of the Courts

13,087
3,466
3,558

20,111

8,918
2,933
3,340

15,191

0
0
0
0

Total              Court Action         Counsel Action
Caseload Breakdowns Fiscal Year  2010 - Civil Case Dispositions

Caseload Summary Fiscal Year 2009-2010 - Civil Case Filings

Caseload Summary Fiscal Year 2009-2010 - Civil Case Dispositions

Total
            Civil Judgments,

            Name Changes, Appeals      Complaints

Caseload Breakdowns Fiscal Year  2010 - Civil Case Filings
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Court of Common Pleas 10-Year Civil Caseload Trend
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COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 59,905 68,825 8,920 14.9%
Kent County 23,867 19,802 -4,065 -17.0%
Sussex County 28,025 27,255 -770 -2.7%
State 111,797 115,882 4,085 3.7%

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 64,151 68,690 4,539 7.1%
Kent County 24,435 20,343 -4,092 -16.7%
Sussex County 27,692 27,893 201 0.7%
State 116,278 116,926 648 0.6%

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 5,566 5,066 -500 -9.0%
Kent County 2,235 2,133 -102 -4.6%
Sussex County 2,139 1,867 -272 -12.7%
State 9,940 9,066 -874 -8.8%

* Includes Contempt of Court cases.

Source:  Court Administrator, Court of Common Pleas; Administrative Office of the Courts

Caseload Summary Fiscal Year 2009-2010 - Criminal Misdemeanor Case Filings*

Caseload Summary Fiscal Year 2009-2010 - Criminal Misdemeanor Case Dispositions

Caseload Summary Fiscal Year 2009-2010 - Criminal Preliminary Hearing Case Filings
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Court of Common Pleas 10-Year Criminal Caseload Trend
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Misdemeanor Filings 73,393 82,469 82,719 87,836 85,867 90,964 99,345 105,607 111,797 115,882

Misdemeanor Dispositions 70,811 80,757 81,257 85,893 86,319 88,577 92,691 101,823 116,278 116,926

Preliminary Hearings 7,616 8,362 8,386 9,189 8,329 9,165 10,413 10,720 9,940 9,066
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COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 68,661 77,743 9,082 13.2%
Kent County 26,720 22,735 -3,985 -14.9%
Sussex County 31,310 30,595 -715 -2.3%
State 126,691 131,073 4,382 3.5%

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 68,733 81,777 13,044 19.0%
Kent County 25,927 23,809 -2,118 -8.2%
Sussex County 30,144 31,451 1,307 4.3%
State 124,804 137,037 12,233 9.8%

Source:  Court Administrator, Court of Common Pleas; Administrative Office of the Courts

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Total Criminal Misdemeanor and Civil Case Filings

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Total Criminal Misdemeanor and Civil Case Dispositions
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Court of Common Pleas 10-Year Total Caseload Trend (Civil & Criminal)
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LEGAL AUTHORIZATION 
 
The Justice of the Peace Court is authorized by the Constitution of Delaware, Article IV, 
Section 1. 
 
COURT HISTORY 
 
As early as the 1600’s, justices of the peace were commissioned to handle minor civil 
and criminal cases.  Along with a host of other duties, the administering of local govern-
ment in the 17th and 18th centuries on behalf of the English Crown was a primary duty of 
the justices of the peace.  With the adoption of the State Constitution of 1792, the jus-
tices of the peace were stripped of their general administrative duties, leaving them with 
minor civil and criminal jurisdiction.  During the period from 1792 through 1964, the jus-
tices of the peace were compensated entirely by the costs and fees assessed and col-
lected for the performance of their legal duties. In 1966 the individual justices of the 
peace were absorbed into the state judicial system, and the first chief magistrate was in-
stalled in 1980 as the administrative head of the Court. 
 
LEGAL JURISDICTION 
 
The Justice of the Peace Court, the initial entry level into the court system for most citi-
zens, has jurisdiction over civil cases in which the disputed amount is less than $15,000 
and over summary possession (landlord-tenant) actions. In criminal cases, the Justice of 
the Peace Court hears certain misdemeanors and most motor vehicle cases (excluding 
felonies) and the Justices of the Peace may act as committing magistrates for all crimes. 
All permissible appeals are to the Court of Common Pleas, with two exceptions:  findings 
of juvenile delinquency for contempt of court related to truancy proceedings are ap-
pealed to Family Court and summary possession cases are appealed to a three judge 
panel in the Justice of the Peace Court. 
 
 
 

JUSTICE OF 
THE PEACE 
COURT 

  Chief  Magistrate Alan G. Davis 
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GEOGRAPHIC ORGANIZATION 
 
The jurisdiction of the Court is statewide and sessions are held throughout the state.  Of 
the 15 courts currently operating, five are in New Castle County, four are in Kent County, 
and six are in Sussex County.  The Voluntary Assessment Center, which handles mail-in 
fines, is located in Dover. 
 
SUPPORT PERSONNEL 
 
A court administrator, a staff attorney, two operations managers, and additional adminis-
trative support personnel for human resources, fiscal, truancy and other management 
operations help the chief magistrate direct the Justice of the Peace Court on a daily ba-
sis.  The Court also employs clerks, constables, and other support personnel. 
 
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE 
 
The Delaware Code authorizes a maximum of 60 justices of the peace.  The maximum 
number of justices of the peace permitted in each county is 29 in New Castle County, 12 
in Kent County and 19 in Sussex County.  All justices of the peace are nominated by the 
Governor and confirmed by the Senate.  A justice of the peace must be at least 21 years 
of age and a resident of the State of Delaware and the county in which the justice of the 
peace serves.  In addition to the 60 justices of the peace, the Governor nominates a 
chief magistrate, subject to Senate confirmation. 

Seated (left to right) 
 John R. Hudson, Stephani Adams, Jeni Coffelt, CM Alan Davis, DCM Sheila G. Blakely, William J. Hopkins Jr. 
Standing (left to right) 
John D. McKenzie, Christopher A. Bradley, Michelle Jewell, Larry R. Sipple, James G. Horn, John Martin, Jana Mollohan, John 
Adams, William P. Wood, Marcealeate Ruffin.  
  
Not pictured: William L. Boddy, III, Richard D. Comly, Herman G. Hagan, H. William Mulvaney, III 
  

   JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT JUDGES 
SUSSEX COUNTY 
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Seated (left to right) 
 Laurence L. Fitchett, Jr., Cheryl Stallmann, Bonita N. Lee, DCM, CM Davis, Marie Page, Stanley J. Petraschuk, 
Kathleen C. Lucas.  
  
Standing middle row (left to right) 
 Katharine B. Ross, Rosalind Toulson, Vernon A. Taylor, Deborah McNesby, Roberto Lopez, Marilyn Letts, Kathy 
Gravell, Nancy C. Roberts 
  
Standing back row (left to right) 
Susan E. Cline, Paul J. Smith, William T. Moser, David R. Skelley, James A. Tull, Donald W. Callender, Jr., William S. 
Young, III, Thomas P. Brown, James Hanby Sr., Sean McCormick, Beatrice Freel 
 
Not pictured:  Sidney Clark, Thomas M. Kenney, Rosalie Rutkowski, Terry L. Smith 

  KENT COUNTY 
 
Seated (left to right)  
Robert B. Wall Jr., Cathleen M. Hutchison, CM 
Alan Davis, James A. Murray, Dwight D.  
Dillard  
 
Standing (left to right)  
R. Hayes Grapperhaus, William J. Sweet, D. 
Kenneth Cox 
 
Not pictured:   
Ernst M. Arndt, DCM, Pamela Darling, Debora 
Foor, Michael P. Sherlock 

NEW CASTLE COUNTY 
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2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County
      Court   9 1,497 1,581 84 5.6%
      Court 13 19,633 18,712 -921 -4.7%
Kent County
      Court 16 7,466 7,381 -85 -1.1%
Sussex County
      Court 17 5,701 5,414 -287 -5.0%
State 34,297 33,088 -1,209 -3.5%

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County
      Court   9 1,021 1,141 120 11.8%
      Court 13 17,073 15,167 -1,906 -11.2%
Kent County
      Court 16 5,555 5,406 -149 -2.7%
Sussex County
      Court 17 4,459 3,420 -1,039 -23.3%
State 28,108 25,134 -2,974 -10.6%

Source:  Chief Magistrate's Office, Justice of the Peace Court; Administrative Office of the Courts

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT
Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Civil Case Filings

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Civil Case Dispositions
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2005 Dispositions Amended

JP Court - 10 Year Civil Caseload Trend
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Filings 27,874 28,910 30,329 31,059 33,524 33,552 34,453 36,016 34,297 33,088

Dispositions 23,527 29,637 27,501 29,238 31,704 41,877 37,033 30,690 28,108 25,134
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT

New Castle County
      Court   9 1,091 69.0% 490 31.0% 1,581 100%
      Court 13 6,961 37.2% 11,751 62.8% 18,712 100%
Kent County
      Court 16 4,267 57.8% 3,114 42.2% 7,381 100%
Sussex County
      Court 17 2,465 45.5% 2,949 54.5% 5,414 100%
State 14,784 44.7% 18,304 55.3% 33,088 100%

Source:  Chief Magistrate's Office, Justice of the Peace Court; Administrative Office of the Courts

 Complaints     Landlord/Tenant Total
Caseload Breakdowns Fiscal Year 2010 - Civil Case Filings
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 2004 Dispositions Amended

JP Court - 10 Year Criminal and Traffic Caseload Trend
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Filings 380,673 363,677 350,651 390,097 393,405 425,832 469,671 488,359 471,518 438,824 

Dispositions 367,941 332,485 337,007 398,560 409,255 398,971 456,633 477,588 464,587 444,927 
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT

New Castle County

 Court   9 175 3.7% 152 3.2% 4,135 88.3% 220 4.7% 4,682 100%

 Court 10 101 1.0% 774 7.5% 8,472 82.1% 969 9.4% 10,316 100%

 Court 11 294 1.1% 6,618 23.9% 18,260 65.8% 2,558 9.2% 27,730 100%

 Court 15 12 0.4% 306 9.8% 2,722 87.3% 79 2.5% 3,119 100%

 Court 20 116 0.7% 4,858 29.4% 8,500 51.5% 3,023 18.3% 16,497 100%

Kent County

 Court   6 38 0.8% 369 7.3% 4,520 89.8% 106 2.1% 5,033 100%

 Court   7 396 2.2% 4,551 25.0% 11,923 65.6% 1,316 7.2% 18,186 100%

 Court   8 0 0.0% 118 5.4% 2,000 92.0% 55 2.5% 2,173 100%

Sussex County

 Court   1 49 1.7% 137 4.7% 2,412 82.2% 337 11.5% 2,935 100%

 Court   2 337 2.4% 8,363 59.4% 4,228 30.0% 1,145 8.1% 14,073 100%

 Court   3 521 4.8% 3,306 30.4% 6,023 55.3% 1,040 9.6% 10,890 100%

 Court   4 16 0.2% 843 10.3% 7,124 86.9% 214 2.6% 8,197 100%

 Court 14 0 0.0% 43 2.7% 1,482 94.6% 42 2.7% 1,567 100%

State without VAC* 2,055 1.6% 30,438 24.3% 81,801 65.2% 11,104 8.9% 125,398 100%

 VAC* 681 0.5% 0 0.0% 131,577 98.7% 1,094 0.8% 133,352 100%

State with VAC* 2,736 1.1% 30,438 11.8% 213,378 82.5% 12,198 4.7% 258,750 100%

* VAC = Voluntary Assessment Center

Source:  Chief Magistrate's Office, Justice of the Peace Court; Administrative Office of the Courts

Title 21 - Traffic Miscellaneous Total
Caseload Breakdowns Fiscal Year 2010 - Criminal and Traffic Filings (defendants) 
Title 7 - Fish/Game Title 11 - Criminal
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT

New Castle County

 Court   9 230 2.6% 216 2.5% 7,954 91.5% 291 3.3% 8,691 100%

 Court 10 114 0.6% 1,150 5.6% 18,120 87.9% 1,225 5.9% 20,609 100%

 Court 11 438 0.6% 14,942 22.0% 46,045 67.9% 6,408 9.4% 67,833 100%

 Court 15 20 0.3% 515 7.6% 6,055 89.8% 150 2.2% 6,740 100%

 Court 20 145 0.4% 10,181 29.0% 18,399 52.3% 6,428 18.3% 35,153 100%

Kent County

 Court   6 51 0.5% 791 7.9% 9,035 89.9% 178 1.8% 10,055 100%

 Court   7 743 1.8% 11,715 28.3% 25,701 62.0% 3,285 7.9% 41,444 100%

 Court   8 0 0.0% 245 5.1% 4,457 92.4% 119 2.5% 4,821 100%

Sussex County

 Court   1 65 1.1% 214 3.6% 5,241 88.1% 430 7.2% 5,950 100%

 Court   2 368 1.0% 22,856 60.3% 10,410 27.5% 4,257 11.2% 37,891 100%

 Court   3 840 2.7% 12,031 38.3% 15,305 48.7% 3,244 10.3% 31,420 100%

 Court   4 17 0.1% 1,890 10.5% 15,551 86.6% 491 2.7% 17,949 100%

 Court 14 6 0.1% 98 2.0% 4,712 95.3% 129 2.6% 4,945 100%

State without VAC* 3,037 1.0% 76,844 26.2% 186,985 63.7% 26,635 9.1% 293,501 100%

 VAC* 682 0.5% 0  0.0% 143,526 98.8% 1,115 0.8% 145,323 100%

State with VAC* 3,719 0.8% 76,844 17.5% 330,511 75.3% 27,750 6.3% 438,824 100%

* VAC = Voluntary Assessment Center

Source:  Chief Magistrate's Office, Justice of the Peace Court; Administrative Office of the Courts

Caseload Breakdowns Fiscal Year 2010 - Criminal and Traffic Filings (charges)
Title 7 - Fish/Game Title 11 - Criminal Title 21 - Traffic Miscellaneous Total
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County
 Court  9 4,604 4,682 78 1.7%
 Court 10 13,063 10,316 -2,747 -21.0%
 Court 11 24,554 27,730 3,176 12.9%
 Court 15 7,325 3,119 -4,206 -57.4%
 Court 20 17,576 16,497 -1,079 -6.1%
Kent County
 Court 6 5,251 5,033 -218 -4.2%
 Court 7 19,496 18,186 -1,310 -6.7%
 Court 8 3,473 2,173 -1,300 -37.4%
Sussex County
 Court 1 3,007 2,935 -72 -2.4%
 Court 2 14,710 14,073 -637 -4.3%
 Court 3 12,122 10,890 -1,232 -10.2%
 Court 4 7,086 8,197 1,111 15.7%
 Court 14 1,763 1,567 -196 -11.1%
State without VAC* 134,030 125,398 -  8,632 -6.4%
 VAC* 139,598 133,352 -6,246 -4.5%

State with VAC* 273,628 258,750 -14,878 -5.4%

* VAC = Voluntary Assessment Center

Source: Chief Magistrate's Office, Justice of the Peace Court; Administrative Office of the Courts

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Criminal and Traffic Filings (defendants) 

70 of 79



JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT

2009 2010 Change  Change
New Castle County
 Court  9 8,650 8,691 41 0.5%
 Court 10 28,196 20,609 -7,587 -26.9%
 Court 11 61,344 67,833 6,489 10.6%
 Court 15 16,231 6,740 -9,491 -58.5%
 Court 20 38,092 35,153 -2,939 -7.7%
Kent County
 Court 6 9,691 10,055 364 3.8%
 Court 7 44,962 41,444 -3,518 -7.8%
 Court 8 7,295 4,821 -2,474 -33.9%
Sussex County
 Court 1 5,898 5,950 52 0.9%
 Court 2 40,522 37,891 -2,631 -6.5%
 Court 3 35,102 31,420 -3,682 -10.5%
 Court 4 17,990 17,949 -41 -0.2%
 Court 14 5,391 4,945 -446 -8.3%
State without VAC* 319,364 293,501 -25,863 -8.1%
 VAC* 152,154 145,323 -6,831 -4.5%

State with VAC* 471,518 438,824 -32,694 -6.9%

* VAC = Voluntary Assessment Center

Source:  Chief Magistrate's Office, Justice of the Peace Court; Administrative Office of the Courts

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Criminal and Traffic Filings (charges)
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT

 Rank w/o VAC % of Total w/o VAC
1 Court   11 67,833            20.8%
2 Court     7 41,444            12.7%
3 Court     2 37,891            11.6%
4 Court   20 35,153            10.8%
5 Court     3 31,420            9.6%
6 Court   10 20,609            6.3%
7 Court   13 18,712            5.7%
8 Court     4 17,949            5.5%
10 Court     9 10,272            3.1%
11 Court     6 10,055            3.1%
12 Court   16 7,381              2.3%
9 Court   15 6,740              2.1%
14 Court     1 5,950              1.8%
15 Court   17 5,414              1.7%
16 Court   14 4,945              1.5%
13 Court     8 4,821              1.5%

State w/o VAC 326,589          100.0%
VAC 145,323          
State w/ VAC 471,912          

* Includes civil, criminal, and traffic 
VAC = Voluntary Assessment Center

Source:  Chief Magistrate's Office, Justice of the Peace Court; Administrative Office 
               of the Courts

Court Rankings - Fiscal Year 2009-2010 - Total* Filings (charges)
        Total Filings

72 of 79



JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT

 Rank w/o VAC % of Total w/o VAC
1 Court  11 27,730            17.5%
2 Court  13 18,712            11.8%
3 Court    7 18,186            11.5%
4 Court  20 16,497            10.4%
5 Court    2 14,073            8.9%
7 Court    3 10,890            6.9%
6 Court  10 10,316            6.5%
10 Court    4 8,197              5.2%
8 Court  16 7,381              4.7%
11 Court    9 6,263              4.0%
12 Court  17 5,414              3.4%
13 Court    6 5,033              3.2%
9 Court  15 3,119              2.0%
15 Court    1 2,935              1.9%
14 Court    8 2,173              1.4%
16 Court  14 1,567              1.0%

State w/o VAC* 158,486          100%
VAC* 133,352          
State w/ VAC* 291,838          

* VAC = Voluntary Assessment Center

Source:  Chief Magistrate's Office, Justice of the Peace Court; Administrative Office 
               of the Courts

Court Rankings Fiscal Year 2009-2010 - Total Cases Filed (defendants)
        Total Filings
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT

2009 2010 Change % Change
Criminal & Traffic 471,518 438,824 -32,694 -6.9%
Civil  34,297  33,088 -1,209 -3.5%
Total 505,815 471,912 -33,903 -6.7%

2009 2010 Change % Change
Criminal & Traffic 464,587 444,927 -19,660 -4.2%
Civil  28,108  25,134 -2,974 -10.6%
Total 492,695  470,061 -22,634 -4.6%

Source:  Chief Magistrate's Office, Justice of the Peace Court;  Administrative Office of the Courts

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Total Cases Filed (charges)

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Total Cases Disposed (charges)
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT

2009 2010 Change % Change
Criminal & Traffic 273,628 258,750 -14,878 -5.4%
Civil  34,297  33,088 -1209 -3.5%
Total 307,925 291,838 -16,087 -5.2%

2009 2010 Change % Change
Criminal & Traffic 266,547 265,081 -1,466 -0.5%

Civil 28,108  25,134 -2974 -10.6%

Total 294,655 290,215 -4,440 -1.5%

Source:  Chief Magistrate's Office, Justice of the Peace Court; Administrative Office of the Courts

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Total Case Filings (defendants)

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Total Case Dispositions (defendants)
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 2003 Filings Amended

Criminal/Traffic filings are based on charges because data by defendants is not available for all years.

JP Court - 10 Year Total Caseload Trend (Civil, Criminal & Traffic)
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Filings  408,547  392,587  380,980  421,156  426,929  459,384  504,124  524,375  505,815 471,912

Dispositions  391,468  362,122  364,508  427,798  440,959  440,848  493,666  508,278  492,695 470,061
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Criminal filings and disposition information is by Defendant, which is similar to case information provided by the other courts.  

Dispostion information for 2005 is not available.

JP Court - 10 Year Total Caseload Trend (Civil, Criminal & Traffic)
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Filings  275,242  258,727  245,444  265,456  290,095  292,005  317,436  318,293  307,925 291,838
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ALDERMAN’S COURTS 

State of Delaware 
 

2010 Annual Report Statistical Information 
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ALDERMAN'S COURTS*

2009 2010 Change  % Change
New Castle County
  Newark 15,888 13,197 -2,691 -16.9%
  Newport 6,752 5,969 -783 -11.6%
Sussex County
  Bethany Beach 3,202 2,565 -637 -19.9%
  Dewey Beach** 1,467 1,000 -467 -31.8%
  Laurel 3,302 2,051 -1,251 -37.9%
  Rehoboth Beach*** 1,653  1,568 -85 -5.1%
State 32,264 26,350

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County
  Newark 16,828 14,327 -2,501 -14.9%
  Newport 6,805 5,969 -836 -12.3%
Sussex County
  Bethany Beach** 3,202 2,565 -637 -19.9%
  Dewey Beach 1,467 772 -695 -47.4%
  Laurel 4,009 2,228 -1,781 -44.4%
  Rehoboth Beach*** 1,971 1,537 -434 -22.0%
State 34,282 27,398

The unit of count for criminal and traffic cases is the charge.  For example, a defendant with three charges disposed of
   is counted as three dispositions

Source:  Alderman's Courts; Administrative Office of the Courts

*** Incomplete for FY2010 - May report unavailable

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Total Filings

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Total Dispositions

* Alderman's Courts are not part of the Delaware court system.  They are independent entities within their respective                                               
Municipalities.  However, cases may be transferred or appealed to a State court.

** Incomplete - FY2010 includes July 2009 and March, April, May, June 2010 data only.
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