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Chief Judge Chandlee Johnson Kuhn

LEGAL AUTHORIZATION
The Constitution of Delaware, Article 1V, Section 1, authorizes the Family Court.
COURT HISTORY

The Family Court of the State of Delaware has its origin in the Juvenile Court for the City
of Wilmington, which was founded in 1911. A little over a decade later, in 1923, the ju-
risdiction of the Juvenile Court for the City of Wilmington was extended to include New
Castle County. In 1933, the Juvenile Court for Kent and Sussex Counties was created.
From the early 1930s, there was a campaign to establish a Family Court in the northern-
most county, and this idea came to fruition in 1945 when the legislature created the
Family Court for New Castle County, Delaware. In 1951, legislation was enacted to give
the Juvenile Court for Kent and Sussex counties jurisdiction over all family matters, and
in early 1962, the name of the Juvenile Court for Kent and Sussex counties was changed
to the Family Court for Kent and Sussex Counties.

As early as the 1950s, the concept of a statewide Family Court had been endorsed. The
fruition of this concept was realized with the statutory authorization of the Family Court
of the State of Delaware in 1971.

In 2005 Family Court was granted Constitutional status by an act of the General Assem-
bly.

GEOGRAPHIC ORGANIZATION

The Family Court is a unified statewide court with branches in New Castle County in Wil-
mington, Kent County in Dover and Sussex County in Georgetown.



LEGAL JURISDICTION

The Family Court has had conferred upon it by the General Assembly jurisdiction over
statutorily enumerated juvenile delinquency matters, child neglect, dependency, child
abuse, adult misdemeanor crimes against juveniles, child and spousal support, paternity
of children, custody and visitation of children, adoptions, terminations of parental rights,
divorces and annulments, property divisions, specific enforcement of separation agree-
ments, guardianship over minors, imperiling the family relationship, orders of protection
from abuse and intra-family misdemeanor crimes.

Cases are appealed to the Supreme Court with the exception of adult criminal cases
which are appealed to the Superior Court.

JUDGES

Family Court has 17 judges of equal judicial authority, one of whom is appointed by the
Governor as Chief Judge and who is the chief administrative and executive officer for the
Court. A bare majority of the judges must be of one major political party with the re-
mainder of the other major political party.

The Governor nominates the judges, who must be confirmed by the Senate. The judges
are appointed for 12-year terms. Judges must have been duly admitted to the practice
of law before the Supreme Court of Delaware at least five years prior to appointment and
must have a knowledge of the law and interest in and understanding of family and chil-
dren’s issues. They shall not practice law during their tenure and may be re-appointed.

COMMISSIONERS

Family Court has 16 commissioners of equal judicial authority. Commissioners are attor-
neys at law who are nominated by the Governor, confirmed by the Senate and serve an
initial four-year term. Upon second and subsequent appointments and confirmation,
commissioners serve six-year terms.

Commissioners hear a broad range of cases including child support, misdemeanor crimes
and delinquency, civil protection petitions, bail hearings and other cases as assigned by
the Chief Judge. Orders from commissioners are subject to review by Family Court
judges.

ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT PERSONNEL

The Family Court has an administrative support staff of 300 full-time positions in addition
to the above-referenced judges and commissioners. The Court’s administrative support
staff includes positions such as the court administrator, directors of operations, supervi-
sors, clerks of court, administrative specialists, accountants, judicial assistants, media-
tion/arbitration officers, intake officers, program coordinators and interns working in all
areas of the Court.



Front row (sitting left to right)
Judge William M. Nicholas

Judge Jay H. Conner

Chief Judge Chandlee Johnson Kuhn
Judge Kenneth M. Millman

Judge William ]. Walls, Jr.

Second row (standing left to right)
Judge Arlene Minus Coppadge
Judge Aida Waserstein

Judge Barbara D. Crowell

Judge Joelle P. Hitch

Judge Mardi F. Pyott

Back row (standing left to right)
Judge Mark D. Buckworth

Judge Peter B. Jones

Judge Michael K. Newell

Judge William L. Chapman, Jr.
Judge Robert B. Coonin

Judge John E. Henriksen

Judge Alan N. Cooper



FAMILY COURT
Caseload Summary Fiscal Years2009-2010 - Adult Criminal Case Filings
% Change

2009 2010 Change
New Castle County 3,098 3,023 -75 -2.4%
Kent County 982 870 -112 -11.4%
Sussex County 746 656 -90 -12.1%
State 4,826 4,549 -277 -5.7%

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 2,531 2,964 433 17.1%
Kent County 1,146 858 -288 -25.1%
Sussex County 471 679 208 44.2%
State 4,148 4,501 353 8.5%

Source: Court Administrator, Family Court; Administrative Office of the Courts



FAMILY COURT

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Civil Case Filings

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 21,726 21,856 130 0.6%
Kent County 9,104 8,328 -776 -8.5%
Sussex County 11,186 10,646 -540 -4.8%
State 42,016 40,830 -1,186 -2.8%

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Civil Case Dispositions

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 22,639 20,803 -1,836 -8.1%
Kent County 9,083 8,032 -1,051 -11.6%
Sussex County 10,875 11,745 870 8.0%
State 42,597 40,580 -2,017 -4.7%

Source: Court Administrator, Family Court; Administrative Office of the Courts



FAMILY COURT

Caseload Breakdown Fiscal Year 2010 - Civil Case Filings

Divorces and Annulments| RTSC/Other Civil Contempts New Non-Support Support Arrearages Support Modifications| Custody
New Castle County 1,997 9.1%) 672 3.1%) 3,515 16.1% 3,363 15.4% 2,048 9.4%) 2,559 11.7%
Kent County 783 9.4%) 191 2.3%) 1,540 18.5% 1,139 13.7% 715 8.6%) 816 9.8%)
Sussex County 730 6.9%) 165 1.5%) 1,978 18.6% 2,417 22.7% 1,180 11.1% 801 7.5%)
State 3,510 8.6% 1,028 2.5% 7,033 17.2% 6,919 16.9% 3,943 9.7% 4,176 10.2%
Visitation Protection From Abuse Adoptions |Termination of Parental RightqRemaining Petition Typeq Total
New Castle County 484 2.2%) 2,193 10.0% 106 0.5% 92 0.4% 4,827 22.1% 21,856 100%)
Kent County 173 2.1%) 1,026 12.3% 34 0.4% 31 0.4% 1,880 22.6% 8,328 100%)
Sussex County 136 1.3%) 745 7.0%)| 39 0.4% 30 0.3% 2,425 22.8% 10,646 100%)
State 793 1.9% 3,964 9.7% 179 0.4% 153 0.4% 9,132 22.4% 40,830 100%

Caseload Breakdown Fiscal Year 2010 - Civil Case Dispositions

Divorces and Annulments| RTSC/Other Civil Contempts New Non-Support Support Arrearages Support Modifications| Custody
New Castle County 1,491 7.2%) 921 4.4% 2,997 14.4% 3,489 16.8% 1,942 9.3%) 2,356 11.3%
Kent County 560 7.0%)| 328 4.1% 1,430 17.8% 1,101 13.7% 829 10.3% 796 9.9%)
Sussex County 504 4.3% 358 3.0%) 2,596 22.1% 2,528 21.5% 1,361 11.6% 875 7.4%)
State 2,555 6.3% 1,607 4.0% 7,023 17.3% 7,118 17.5% 4,132 10.2% 4,027 9.9%
Visitation Protection From Abuse Adoptions Termination of Parental Rights | Remaining Petition Types Tota
New Castle County 471 2.3%) 2,100 10.1% 92 0.4% 108 0.5% 4,836 23.2% 20,803 100%)
Kent County 151 1.9%) 977 12.2% 32 0.4% 3 0.0%, 1,825 22.7% 8,032 100%)
Sussex County 167 1.4%) 708 6.0%) 43 0.4% 47 0.4% 2,558 21.8% 11,745 100%)
State 789 1.9% 3,785 9.3% 167 0.4% 158 0.4% 9,219 22.7% 40,580 100%

RTSC = Rules to Show Cause

Source: Court Administrator, Family Court; Administrative Office of the Courts



FAMILY COURT

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Juvenile Delinquency Case Filings

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 5,147 4,108 -1,039 -20.2%
Kent County 1,896 1,546 -350 -18.5%
Sussex County 1,912 1,547 -365 -19.1%
State 8,955 7,201 -1,754 -19.6%

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Juvenile Delinquency Case Dispositions

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 3,449 4,021 572 16.6%
Kent County 1,859 1,594 -265 -14.3%
Sussex County 1,719 1,657 -62 -3.6%
State 7,027 7,272 245 3.5%

Source: Court Administrator, Family Court; Administrative Office of the Courts



FAMILY COURT

Casdoad Breakdowns Fiscal Year 2010 - Juvenile Delinquency Case Filings

Felony Misdemeanor Traffic VOP Total
New Castle County 739 18.0% 2,589 63.0% 270 6.6% 510  12.4% 4108  100%
Kent County 267 17.3% 1,030 66.6% 101 6.5% 148 9.6% 1,546  100%
Sussex County 291  18.8% 973 62.9% 151 9.8% 132 8.5% 1547  100%
State 1,297 18.0% 4,592 63.8% 522 7.2% 790 11.0% 7,201 100%

Casdoad Breakdowns Fiscal Year 2010 - Juvenile Delinquency Case Dispositions

Felony Misdemeanor Traffic VOP Total
New Castle County 691  17.2% 2,619 65.1% 265 6.6% 446 11.1% 4,021 100%
Kent County 234 14.7% 1,078 67.6% 98 6.1% 184  11.5% 1,594  100%
Sussex County 317 19.1% 1,075 64.9% 131 7.9% 134 8.1% 1,657  100%
State 1,242 17.1% 4,772 65.6% 494 6.8% 764 10.5% 7,272 100%

VOP - Violations of Probation

Source: Court Administrator, Family Court; Administrative Office of the Courts



FAMILY COURT

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - M ediation Filings

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 7,172 8,262 1,090 15.2%
Kent County 2,787 3,097 310 11.1%
Sussex County 4,212 4,404 192 4.6%
State 14,171 15,763 1,592 11.2%

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - M ediation Dispositions

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 6,813 8,048 1,235 18.1%
Kent County 2,504 3,128 624 24.9%
Sussex County 3,877 4,042 165 4.3%
State 13,194 15,218 2,024 15.3%

M ediation Explanatory Notes Fiscal Year 2010

1. Mediationisthe process prior to adjudication in which a trained mediator attempts to assist the parties in reaching
an agreement. If the parties are unable to reach an agreement, the matter is scheduled to be heard before a

commissioner or judge.

2. Custody, support, visitation, guardianship, imperiling family relations, and rule to show cause filings are scheduled

for mediation.

Note: Mediation data was reported as Arbitration data in some previous fiscal years.

Source: Court Administrator, Family Court; Administrative Office of the Courts



FAMILY COURT

Caseload Comparison - Fiscal Years 2009-2010 - Total Case Filings

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 29,971 28,987 -984 -3.3%
Kent County 11,982 10,744 -1,238 -10.3%
Sussex County 13,844 12,849 -995 7.2%
State 55,797 52,580 -3,217 -5.8%

2009 2010 Change % Change
New Castle County 28,619 27,788 -831 -2.9%
Kent County 12,088 10,484 -1,604 -13.3%
Sussex County 13,065 14,081 1,016 7.8%
State 53,772 52,353 -1,419 -2.6%

Total Caseload Explanatory Notes Fiscal Year 2010

1. A civil filing is defined as one petition or one single civil incident filed with Family Court. In adivorce matter,
although the petition may contain multiple ancillary matters to the divorce, it is counted as onefiling.

2. A criminal or ddinquency filing is defined as one incident filed against one individual or defendant. A single
criminal or juvenile delinquency filing may be comprised of asingle charge, or of multiple charges relating to a
singleincident.

Source: Court Administrator, Family Court; Administrative Office of the Courts



Family Court 10-Year Total Caseload Trend
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Fiscal Year

FY 2006, 2008 dispositions amended.
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