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Dear Ms. Jennings and Mr. O’Neill:

I have considered the State’s request for a stay in all cases involving drug
evidence submitted to the Controlled Substances Laboratory of the Office of the
Chief Medical Examiner for analysis, and I have considered the Public Defender’s
opposition.

I am not persuaded that a stay of all such cases is warranted, but I am
persuaded that it is not in the interest of justice to require the State to proceed to trial
on such cases at this time under the current circumstances.  Therefore, in this
directive I am addressing all such cases scheduled for trial in March.  If, at the
conclusion of the final case review or on the morning of trial, the State identifies a
case as one involving drugs submitted to the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
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for analysis and requests a continuance, the case will be continued.  A new trial date
and, if requested by either party, a new final case review date, will be assigned by the
Prothonotary.

All pre-trial activities, such as case reviews, final case reviews, hearings on
motions to suppress evidence and other pre-trial motions, will continue as normal. 

I will initiate a teleconference to discuss this matter further with both of you
next week.
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